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Our Power/Powers Lines: 
Life in Templeton Township 

 
Ancestors of Mary Powers, Spouse of John Bernard Cullen 

 

 
 
 
 

This chapter covers the ancestors of my great grandmother, Mary Powers and her siblings. The 
Powers line tends to be somewhat confusing because my great great grandfather Martin Power 
married Annie Power and members of both families immigrated to Canada and settled in Templeton 
Township in the 1850s. The connection to the Cullens is through Martin and Annie’s daughter, Mary, 
born January 1, 1858, who married John Bernard Cullen in January 1881.  

Another issue adding to the confusion is whether the name is “Powers” or “Power” or both. 
Power is more common; however, family usage has always been Powers. Yet my genealogy research 
has found church records, tombstones and land and probate records which indicate that Power may 
have been the name of many of the individuals of this line. So, regardless of family usage, I have 
taken some license where the predominant evidence indicates the spelling. 

Following are biographical sketches of the immediate descendants of Lawrence Power and Mary 
Dwyer; followed by those of Patrick Power and Anastasia Neclesse; and, concluding with a review of 
Martin Power and Annie Power and their descendants. 

 
 

Mary Powers
aka: Annie
b: 01 Jan 1858 in Templeton Township, Canada
East
m: 10 Jan 1881 in L'Ange Gardien Parish,
Angers, Quebec
d: 26 Nov 1912 in Templeton Township, Quebec

Martin Powers
b: 18 Jan 1835 in Co. Wexford, Ireland
m: 13 Sep 1855 in St. Francois de Sales Parish,
Gatineau, Canada East
d: 1905 in Perkins Mills, Quebec

Mary Anastasia Power
aka: Annie
b: 25 Aug 1836 in Co. Wexford, Ireland
d: 28 Mar 1905 in Perkins Mills, Quebec

Lawrence Power
b: 1802 in Ireland
d: 02 Jan 1898 in Templeton Township, Quebec

Mary Dwyer
b: Abt. 1797 in Ireland
d: Bef. 1881

Patrick Power
b: Abt. 1800 in Co. Wexford, Ireland

Anastasia Neclesse
b: Abt. 1800 in Co. Wexford, Ireland
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Descendants of Lawrence Power and Mary Dwyer 

 
 

This family tree has been determined from census and church records as well as from a legal 
action taken by son Martin Powers in 1898 to administer part of his father’s estate. 

Lawrence died intestate in 1898 in Templeton Township. His son John was farming the family 
homestead at the time and presumably received the farm. Lawrence also had the then handsome 
sum of $1,677 on deposit in the Quebec Bank’s branch in Ottawa. John didn’t want to deal with it, so 
his brother Martin filed legal papers with the Surrogate Court of Carleton to arrange for the Ottawa 
Trust and Deposit Company to administer the estate in respect of the Ottawa deposit. Selected 
papers are included in Appendix 3. 

Finding this document surfaced several new facts about this Power family: the family name was 
indeed “Power” not “Powers”; there were two daughters, Catherine and Johanna, who were 
previously unknown; and, son Thomas, who was listed in the 1871 Census, must have died prior to 
1898 as he was not listed as an heir.  

Subsequent research of Montreal RC church records has discovered another daughter Ann, who 
was born about 1839 and probably emigrated to Canada with her parents about 1860. Also, the 
marriage records for Ann and Catherine have confirmed that their mother’s maiden name was 
Dwyer and not Moray as listed in son Martin’s marriage record. With this background, the following 
paragraphs provide a summary of Lawrence Power and Mary Dwyer and their descendants. 

 
Lawrence Power and Mary Dwyer and sons John and Thomas 

 
Lawrence was born about 1802 and his wife Mary Dwyer about 17971 both most likely in County 

Wexford where they were living in 1855 at the time of their daughter Catherine’s marriage in 

Lawrence Power
b: 1802 in Ireland
d: 02 Jan 1898 in Templeton Township, Quebec

Mary Dwyer
b: Abt. 1797 in Ireland
d: Bef. 1881

Catherine Power
b: Abt. 1830 in Co. Wexford, Ireland
d: 03 Apr 1873 in Montreal, Quebec

Joseph Behan
b: Abt. 1828
m: 05 Nov 1855 in Notre Dame Parish, Montreal,
Canada East
d: 08 Feb 1870 in Montreal, Quebec

Johanna Power
b: Abt. 1833 in Co. Wexford, Ireland
d: 31 Jan 1900 in Ste. Agathe des Monts, Quebec

James Whelan
b: 22 Aug 1835 in Ireland
m: 03 Feb 1862 in St. Patrick's, Montreal, Canada
East
d: Aft. 1901

John Power
b: 14 Sep 1834 in Co. Wexford, Ireland
d: Aft. 1901

Mary McDonald
b: Abt. 1840
m: 23 Apr 1874

Thomas Power
b: Abt. 1835 in Co. Wexford, Ireland
d: 26 Dec 1874 in Hopital Saint Michel d'Archange,
Quebec, Quebec

Martin Powers
b: 18 Jan 1835 in Co. Wexford, Ireland
d: 1905 in Perkins, Quebec

Mary Anastasia Power
aka: Annie
b: 25 Aug 1836 in Co. Wexford, Ireland
m: 13 Sep 1855 in St. Francois de Sales Parish,
Gatineau, Canada East
d: 28 Mar 1905 in Perkins Mills, Quebec

Ann Power
b: Abt. 1839 in Co. Wexford, Ireland
d: 31 Mar 1874 in Montreal, Quebec

Walter Walsh
m: 10 Jun 1873 in Ste. Ann's Parish, Montreal,
Quebec
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NOTES  CHAPTER 5 – OUR POWER/POWERS LINES  

1 1871 Census for Mary and St. Anthony of Padua Parish burial record for Lawrence� 

2 1871 Census, Quebec, West Ottawa, Templeton, Division 2, page 74, Line 4� 

3 Letters patent No. 203 for this property were issued by the Province of Canada on December 
23, 1864  

4 Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, Hopital St. Michel-Archange, 
1874� 

5 1881 Census, Quebec, Ottawa County, Templeton East, Division 1, Page 27, Line 25� 

6 1891 Census, Quebec, Ottawa County, Templeton East, Division 1, Page 50, Line 12� 

7 Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, St. Anthony of Padua Parish, 
Perkins 1898  

8 1851 Census, Canada East, Quebec County, Notre Dame parish Page 21,  
Line 48� 

9 Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, Notre Dame Cathedral, 
Montreal 1855  

10  1871 Census, Quebec, Montreal West, St. Anne’s Ward, Page 51, Line 7 � 

11  1881 Census, Quebec, Montreal Centre, St. Anne’s Ward, Page 15, Line 19 � 

12  1851 Census, Canada East Quebec County, Notre Dame Parish, Page 95,  
Line 44 � 

13  1861 Census, Canada East, Montreal District 37, Page 4273, Line 7 � 

14  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, St. Patrick’s Parish, 
Montreal 1862 � 

15  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, St. Patrick’s Parish, 1862 � 

16  1871 Census, Quebec, Montreal West, St. Anne’s Ward, Page 52, Line 17 � 

17  Lovell’s Directory of Montreal, 1871-72, John Lovell & Son, Montreal, Page 498 � 

18  1881 Census, Quebec, Montreal Centre, St. Anne’s Ward, Page 15, Line 25 � 



19  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, Ste. Agathe des Monts, 
Quebec 1900 � 

20  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, Notre Dame Parish, 
Montreal 1874 � 

21  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, St. Ann’s Parish, Montreal 
1873 � 

22  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, Notre Dame Parish, 
Montreal 1874 � 

23  Genealogy Research Centre of County Wexford; Julie Rickerd Brown research  

24  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, St. Francois de Sales Parish, 
Pointe-Gatineau, 1860 � 

25  1861 Census, Quebec, Ottawa County, Templeton, District No. 1, Page 435, Line 13 � 

26  1871 Census, Quebec, West Ottawa, Templeton, Division 2, Page 68, Line 12 � 

27  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, St. Francois de Sales Parish, 
Pointe-Gatineau, 1882 � 

28  1891 Census, Quebec, Ottawa County, Templeton East, Division No. 1, Page 49, Line 20 � 

29  1901 Census, Quebec, Wright, Templeton East, District No. 2 East, page 6,  
Line 44 � 
30  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records; St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish, Perkins, 1906 � 

31  1861 Census, Quebec, Ottawa County, Templeton, District No. 1, Page 435, Line 19 � 

32  1871 Census, Quebec, West Ottawa, Templeton, Division 2, Page 69, Line 9 � 

33  St. Anthony of Padua - Births, Marriages, Burials - SGO 1984, Page 197 � 

34  St. Anthony of Padua - Births, Marriages, Burials - SGO 1984, Page 139 � 

35  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records; St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish, Perkins, 1904 � 

36  1901 Census, Quebec, Wright, Templeton East, Division No. 2 East, Page 1, Line 1 � 



37  1861 Census, Quebec, Ottawa County, Templeton, Page 435, Line 26 � 

38  1871 Census, Quebec, West Ottawa, Templeton, Division 2, Page 69, Line 1 � 

39  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, St. Francois de Sales Parish, 
Pointe- �Gatineau, 1855 � 

40  1891 Census, Quebec, Ottawa County, Templeton East, Division No. 1, Page 50, Line 5 � 

41  1901 Census, Quebec, Wright, Templeton East, Division No. 2 East, Page 1, Line 1 � 

42  1901 Census, Ontario, Ottawa City, Wellington Ward, Page 9, Line 12 � 

43  Ancestry.ca: Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1747-1967, �St. 
Patrick’s, Ottawa 1900 � 

44  Ancestry.ca: Ontario Catholic Church Records (Drouin Collection) 1747-1967, St. Patrick’s 
Church Ottawa, �1900 � 

45  1901 Census, Ontario, Ottawa City, Victoria Ward, Page 4, Line 21 � 

46  The Ottawa City Directories, Might Directories Limited, Toronto, 1909-1923 � 

47  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records; St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish, Perkins, 1889 � 

48  1911 Census, Ontario, Algoma East, Dennison, Page 7, Line 48 � 

49  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records; St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish, Perkins, 1925 � 

50  Ancestry.ca; Drouin Collection: Quebec Vital & Church Records, L’Ange Gardien Parish, 
Angers 1900 � 
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