
Alexandre Lapointe1 
 
Dégelis, over time, had a number of mills in its territory. About 1878, Alexandre Lapointe built a 
sawmill at the confluence of Rivière-aux-Sapins and Rivière-a-la-Perche, as well as a flour mill 
on the latter. The approximate location today was 282 Avenue Principale in Dégelis. A lock, 
located about fifteen feet from the sawmill, and a large wheel further upstream allowed water to 
be used as the power source for the mills. 
 
A 200 foot long slab supplied water to the large bucket wheel of the flour mill. The "moulanges" 
(floury or powdery residue) was produced by grinding cereal grain on "milled stone", from 
France. A stove with two compartments, one for fire and the other for all kinds of cooking 
utensils, and was used for heat during long winter evenings. Production in 1937 was 550 minots 
of wheat, 3,500 minots of buckwheat, 600 minots of barley and 5,000 minots of mixed grain. 
The mill was still operating in 1985. 
 
The sawmill, operated five months a year, had only one employee, apart from the owner. In 
1937, the business produced 200,000 board feet of sawn wood, 240,000 shingles and 160,000 
feet of planed wood. 
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From 1880 to 1956, several owners of the mills succeeded each other. 
Alexandre Lapointe (with his two mills) 
Octave Lapointe (the Lapointe estate, seigneury and mills, were sold by the council for taxes, 
valued at $ 8,000) 
Joseph Gagné (the two mills) 
Joseph Têtu (the two mills) 
Prudent Gagnon (the two mills) 
Eugène Gagnon (the two mills) 
Charles Thibault (the two mills) 
Johnny Picard (flour mill) 
Emile Lebel (sawmill) 
Charles-Eugène Picard (the two mills) 
Georges Deschênes (sawmill) 
Blondin Landry (bought the location of the flour mill) 
 


