Chapter One

NEW FRANCE
Forging a Nation

This chapter sets the scene for the founding
and development of New France and gives
readers an understanding of how early explorers and the first colonists fostered the
development of our country. A second objective is to identify our ancestors who were
the first of their generation to immigrate to
New France, mostly in the 17th century.
For those who wish to delve further into
early Quebec history, the bibliography includes several excellent works.
In the early 1500s, France was the dominant force in Europe. It had the largest population, a strong ruling class and governing
structure, the largest army, and a powerful
church with an organized missionary vision.
Yet, despite its position of strength, France
was overshadowed by Spain, Portugal, England and Holland in the development of international trade and formation of New
World colonies.
Spain, Portugal and England were sending
their explorers to the New World, looking
for valuables as well as a direct passage to
China. Portuguese and Spanish mariners explored Central America and Mexico, with de
Verrazano in 1523 plying the eastern coast of
North America from the Caribbean to Newfoundland. John Cabot had explored the
eastern Canadian coast and sighted Newfoundland in 1497.

Cabot’s reports of an abundant fishery
gave rise to fishing by the English commencing in 1498. They were soon joined by the
Portuguese, the French from Normandy and
Brittany, and later the French and Spanish
Basques. The Newfoundland fishery became
an important source for home needs and
other European markets.1
Whaling in the St. Lawrence Gulf and estuary and Strait of Belle Isle was also an important source of meat, blubber and oil for
lamps. Basque whalers were the dominant
group and active there for two centuries,
catching beluga whales and operating onshore settlements for processing at several
locations on the coasts of Newfoundland
and Labrador and the north shore of the St.
Lawrence River.
Cabot’s discovery of Newfoundland led to
further exploration and settlement. In 1583,
Humphrey Gilbert claimed Newfoundland
for England, the first English possession in
North America. John Guy established the
first settlement at Cupid’s Cove in 1610. Before 1620, further settlement had commenced at Harbour Grace, St. John’s, Trepassy, Ferryland and Trinity Bay.
While there were many reasons for
France’s relatively minimal involvement in
international development, including foreign wars and internal religious and civil
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strife, the French failed to recognize the New
World’s potential and to capitalize on the exploration success of Jacques Cartier.
Early Colonization Efforts
There were several attempts at colonization
in the 16th century in what was to become
New France. Two occurred on Sable Island.
In 1518, Baron de Lery established a colony
on the northern tip of Nova Scotia and another on Sable Island. Settlers, horses and
cattle were installed in both colonies. The
colonies failed soon after due to cold winter
weather. A second effort by the Marquis de
La Roche-Mesgouez, appointed LieutenantGeneral of New France in 1598 with a monopoly on the fur trade, founded a colony of
soldiers and criminals there. It lasted for several years, but was ultimately unsuccessful,
again due to the extreme winter climate.
While the settlers returned to France, the
horses were left behind, and their progeny
still live wild today on the island.
In the 1540s, Basques established a settlement, trading post and whaling processing
plant near Tadoussac.

Jacques Cartier
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There was also the first planned permanent French colony in the Americas: Cartier
and Sieur de Roberval’s 1541-1543 mission
to establish a settlement at Cap Rouge, now
part of Quebec City, as described in the following section.
Cartier and Champlain
The two important fathers of New France
were Jacques Cartier and Samuel de Champlain. These seamen/explorers laid the
groundwork for the Canada of today.
Jacques Cartier
Cartier, a leading French seaman and explorer, was born in 1491 in St. Malo, Brittany.
It is thought he accompanied fishermen to
the Grand Banks at least once before his famous voyage of 1534. Earlier exploration of
the Strait of Belle Isle led to the belief that a
passage to the Far East could be found in the
area. This led, in 1534, to Cartier’s sponsorship by King Francis I of France for an expedition to discover such a passage and to
search for lands with gold and other valuables. Cartier was named Capitaine et Pilot
pour le Roi and granted 6,000 gold livres to
outfit two small ships for his voyage.
He sighted Newfoundland, sailed through
the Strait of Belle Isle, along the western
coast of Newfoundland. He viewed Labrador and traversed the Gulf of St. Lawrence
to Prince Edward Island and the New Brunswick mainland. He named the Bay of
Chaleur for the unseasonably hot weather.
While there, Cartier encountered Micmac
Indians who traded furs for French hatchets,
knives, cutlery and beads. He then sailed
north and landed on the Gaspé Peninsula,
where he met an Iroquois chief, Donnacona,
who had travelled with his men from
Stadacona to fish in the area. Cartier obtained permission to take Donnacona’s two

eldest sons, Domagaya and Taignoagny, with him to France. He then
crossed the St. Lawrence River estuary, circled Anticosti and set sail for
France.
The next year, Cartier returned with
three ships, 110 men, and his two Iroquois natives. He sailed up the St.
Lawrence River, which he named,
stopped at Tadoussac, then continued
to Stadacona, where modern day Quebec stands. There he again met with
Donnacona. He later sailed upriver to
Hochelaga, where he named the
mountain Mont Réal. As it was too
late to return to France, he and his
crews wintered near Stadacona. The
weather was extremely harsh and
they suffered from scurvy until given
a native antidote. Many of Cartier’s
men died. The following spring he returned to France.
It took several years for Cartier to
convince the King to endorse a colony
in America as a base for further exploration. In 1541, Cartier sailed for the
St. Lawrence River to establish a permanent settlement of 350 colonists.
This became the Roberval/Cartier-led
settlement of Charlesbourg-Royal at
Cap Rouge, upriver from Stadacona.
A major undertaking, it included fortifications for the array of settlers – noblemen, doctors, priests, carpenters,
iron workers, farmers, barbers, apothecaries,
craftsmen and tailors, as well as pigs and
goats.
Cartier made another trip to Hochelaga, before returning to winter at Cap Rouge. The
winter was again difficult and this time they
were hampered by attacks by the natives. Cartier and his colonists returned to France the
following year. Roberval arrived that year
with his 150 settlers, however, another harsh
winter forced them to return to France in 1543.
In 2006, archaeologists discovered remains of

Jacques Cartier exploration maps 1534-1536

the fort and artefacts.1
Cartier settled in St. Malo and wrote an account of his expeditions that was published in
1545. He died in 1557 in St. Malo, a victim of
the plague.
Cartier’s explorations were an important beginning for knowledge of the maritime Canadian and St. Lawrence areas. Much of the
French claim to Canada is based on his explorations. Post Cartier, however, little further exploration or development of colonial ties occurred during the 16th century.
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Samuel de Champlain

Samuel de Champlain
Champlain is considered the founder of New
France. By the end of his life, “France had obtained a footing in the St. Lawrence Valley
which was not shaken for nearly a hundred
and fifty years “2
Champlain was born about 1567 in Brouage
on the Bay of Biscay. He was a soldier,
seaman, engineer and geographer in his
early career. In 1598-1599, he was geographer for a Spanish expedition to the
West Indies, Mexico and Panama. He
crossed the Isthmus of Panama and
viewed the Pacific Ocean. This voyage
gained him added respect in France and
from the King and his court.
Champlain first sailed to the St. Lawrence River in 1603 under the sponsorship of Sieur de Chastes with the main
objective of further developing the fur
trade. However, he had another objective, that of finding a new route to the
orient. He explored Tadoussac, the Saguenay River, the St. Lawrence upstream
to Lachine, part way up the Richelieu
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River and then to Gaspé and the Bay of
Chaleur, before returning to France.
In 1604 Sieur de Monts and others were
granted a monopoly of commerce in New
France in return for exploration sponsorship
and a commitment to arrange for 100 settlers
annually. With Champlain as geographer and
writer of the voyage journal, and Jean de Biencourt, Baron de Poutrincourt, an important investor in the venture, de Monts’ group of
about 125 sailed for the New World. They established a colony at Ste. Croix Island on the
Bay of Fundy. Our earliest New France ancestor, Louis Hébert, was pharmacist for the
group.
In the summer, Champlain did some exploring and mapping of the coastline. In the fall,
Poutrincourt and some of the contingent returned to France leaving de Monts, Champlain and about 80 colonists to experience a
winter in the new land. Unfortunately, an unusually severe winter caused extremely difficult living conditions and accounted for 36
deaths from scurvy.
When Poutrincourt returned in the spring,
they decided to move their settlement across
the Bay to Port Royal. A compound for settlers

Champlain exploration map 1604-1607

was constructed, and the colonists planted
crops and traded furs with the natives. In 1605
and 1606, Champlain and de Monts explored
the Atlantic coast south to Cape Cod and
Champlain mapped and recorded all in his
journals. They met and observed the lives and
primitive farming methods of several bands of
natives, and at times, hostilities ensued.
As a business enterprise, Port Royal was not
a financial success. Compounding that, in
1607, the de Monts monopoly was revoked.
Reluctantly, the settlement was closed and the
group returned to France.
As the desire to exploit the new world continued, Champlain recommended that de
Monts refocus colonization efforts on the St.
Lawrence River. In 1608, Champlain constructed the first permanent settlement in
New France beneath the cliffs of Cape Diamond, where Lower Town in Quebec City is
now located. The natives called the place Kebec, meaning narrow passage. It was a strategic location for safety and for the fur trade.
Ships could be moored with ease and it was a
perfect base for exploring mineral resources,
and river and land routes providing access to
the “western sea” and China. It would be
Champlain’s base for developing New France
into a prosperous land.

Champlain exploration map 1609-1616

Champlain’s Habitation constructed in 1608

His first task was to build shelter. A two
story structure and compound was constructed. It consisted of three wooden buildings, a storehouse and cellar and a gallery encircling the buildings at the 2nd storey. All
were linked to a courtyard with a surrounding
palisade, a moat, a drawbridge and small cannon. 3 Their first winter was exceedingly severe and all but eight of 28 men died from the
cold, malnutrition and scurvy. With the arrival of men and supplies in the spring, Champlain prepared to continue his mission.
The expansion of the fur market was paramount to de Monts and his investors. European demand for furs from the New Land continued. As well, the French were desirous to
seek out resources for the colony and
France and to use the plentiful arable
land along the St. Lawrence near Quebec to provide a permanent food supply
for the settlement. Champlain was also
keen to resume his exploring and surveying of inland waterways.
In 1608 he sailed up the Saguenay
River. The following year he navigated
the Richelieu River as far as Lake Champlain, where he had his first skirmish
with the Iroquois. In 1613, he explored
the Ottawa River (where he lost his astrolabe) as far as Allumette Island and
befriended the Algonquins and Hurons
to extend fur trading alliances. In 1615–
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1616, he travelled the same route to Lake Nipissing, French River and Georgian Bay, and
then south-east to the Bay of Quinte and
Oneida Lake. He agreed to join forces with the
Hurons and the Algonquins in helping defeat
the Iroquois. In hindsight, this alliance created
an enduring enemy for the Canadiens, and
caused havoc in the French colony for the next
50 years.
After the initial settlement period, growth of
the colony evolved at a snail’s pace. Most of
the population were traders and storekeepers,
workmen and dockhands, with soldiers, seamen and some priests and nuns. Despite
Champlain’s efforts, the immigration program was not meeting its objectives. The trade
monopoly was at the root of the problem in
that the trading company was fundamentally
interested in increasing fur trading profits.
Settlers and agriculture were a distant second.
Other factors negatively affecting immigration
included the hazardous trip across the ocean,
the climate, the difficult life, and the threat of
the natives. By 1625 there were only about 70
settlers in New France (including several of
our ancestors as described later).
In 1627, the King, unhappy with the lack of
growth, awarded the trade monopoly to the
Compagnie des Cent-Associés (Company of 100
Associates) whose sponsors included Cardinal Richelieu, ministers of state and noblemen,
and traders and merchants, each contributing
3,000 livres in capital. The Company’s mandate was to conduct all commerce in the colony, govern the people, grant lands, levy taxes
and arrange for justice. In return, the Company was to recruit and provide passage and
provisioning for 200 colonists per year. Monopolies were a popular mechanism for expansion of colonialism. The King incurred no
operating cost, yet achieved his goals and even
an opportunity to share in profits from trade.
The Company’s inaugural effort ended in
disaster. Its flotilla of 18 ships of settlers and
provisions was captured by the English Kirke
Brothers, who later seized Quebec in the name
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of the English crown. There followed three
years of English control of the colony. Most of
the inhabitants returned to France. Champlain
was sent in captivity to England for a time before he too returned to France. By treaty in
1632, Quebec once again became French territory. The King instructed Champlain to return
as Governor and re-establish colonization efforts. However, progress was curtailed when
he suffered a stroke in late 1635 and died on
Christmas Day.
In the Champlain era, the fur trade became
well established and significant exploration
activity was carried out; yet, the colony’s population had only increased to a mere 150 settlers by the time of his death.
Post Champlain, the colony continued to be
governed by the Company of 100 Associates.
Its colonization efforts remained at a slow,
measured pace. Montreal was established as a
centre in 1642. The Company focused on the
fur trade, which increased significantly in ensuing decades. It also granted about 60 large
seigneuries, mostly to French nobles or its directors, none of whom furthered colonization,
preferring to await expected increasing land
values.
In addition to fur trade activities and ineffective seigneurs, colonization efforts were impeded by other factors, including: (i) few marriageable women in the colonies; (ii) a general
neglect and lack of interest on the part of the
King and governing bodies in France; and (iii)
ongoing attacks by the Iroquois.
Filles à Marier4
In the 1600s, there were few marriages and little family development in New France. The
Company of 100 Associates recruited primarily single men, tradesman and labourers, who
were indentured for three years. Even if the
men remained in the colony after expiry of
their term, women of marrying age were few.
So the Company began recruiting “marriageable young girls” – filles à marier – who would
sign a contract in France and be given passage

Our Filles à Marier Ancestors and Spouses
Lapointe Line
Anne Ozanne Achon, Pierre Tremblay
Françoise Bigot, Charles Guillebout
Jeanne Bitouset, Jean Barrette
Marie Chapelier, Robert Drouin
Claudette Catherine Colin, Claude Guyon
Marguerite Doucinet, Phillippe Matou dit
Labrie

Marie Ferra, Jacques Jahan dit Laviolette
Geneviève Gamache, Julien Fortin
Geneviève Marie Longchamp, Jacques
Bilodeau
Anne Martin, Jean Côté
Jeanne Mercier, Claude Poulin

Joanis Line
Suzanne Betfer (Bedford), Mathieu
Huboult dit Deslongchamps
Catherine Camus, Charles Gauthier
Catherine Charles, Urbain Jetté
Marguerite Charlot, Louis Loiselle
Marie Chefdeville, André Demers
Marguerite Doucinet, Phillippe Matou dit
Labrie
Marie Michelle Duteau dite Perrin,
Michel Lemay dit Poudrier
Françoise Duverdier dite Saulnier
Pierre Lachapelle dit Lorrain
Catherine Fortier, Jacques Ménard
Marie Girard, Isaac Bédard
Isabelle Gobinet, Paul Benoît

and a small dowry in return for becoming the
wife of a Quebec settler. Later, young women
were recruited and chaperoned by religious
groups or individuals who had to assure and
account for their good conduct.
Between 1634 and 1663, about 260 filles à
marier, aged 12-45, immigrated to New France.
They chose to do so because the advantages
offered by the colony were attractive enough
to outweigh the dangers of the crossing and
the difficulties of colonial life. In France, they
would have had little or no choice in their
marriage as parental consent was required for
women under the age of 25, and arranged
marriages were the norm. In New France they

Marie Godard, Toussaint Giroux
Jeanne-Jacquette Hérault, René Filiatrault
Marie Madeleine Lefrançois, Guillaume
Thibault
Anne Antoinette Liercourt, JacquesHugues Picard dit Lafortune
Marie Lorgueil, Toussaint Hunault dit
Deschamps
Françoise Jacqueline Nadreau, Michel
André dit St. Michel
Nicole Rolland, François Blondeau
Jeanne Roy, Jean Péladeau dit Saint-Jean
Jeanne Solde, Jean Beauvais dit
St. Gemme
Jeanne Voidy, Jean Demers

could choose whom they wanted to marry and
had the freedom to change their minds before
the marriage took place.
Most of the filles à marier were the daughters
of peasants and farmers. A small number were
from urban families, the daughters of craftsmen, day labourers and servants, while an
even smaller number were the daughters of
businessmen, civil servants, military men and
the nobility. Their average age was 22, and
more than one-third had lost at least one parent. About one-fifth were related to someone
who was already a colonist. While waiting to
find a husband, they lodged with individual
families or with religious communities, either
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the Ursulines in Quebec or the Filles de la Congrégation Notre-Dame in Montreal. Most were
married within a year of their arrival.
Our ancestors who were filles à marier represent about 13% of all such women. They are
listed with their husbands in the table on the
previous page.
New Governance Structure5
By 1663 the population had expanded to about
2,500, but only a small percentage of seigneurial lands had been settled by colonists, and
only about 4,000 arpents were cultivated. This
level was not sufficient to sustain the population. Supplemental needs were imported from
France. The principal commercial activity was
still fur trading. Furs were in great demand in
France’s domestic and export markets, and
coureurs de bois and explorers had expanded
operations beyond the Great Lakes and down
the Mississippi River.
A new era commenced in 1663 when King
Louis XIV assumed personal responsibility for
expanding immigration and population in the
New World. He cancelled the Company of 100
Associates monopoly, created a new form of
government in the colony, and initiated incentives to encourage marriage and a higher birth
rate.
Governance of New France now consisted
of (i) the Governor whose prime role was defence of the colony; (ii) the Intendant, probably the most powerful position, responsible
for implementing and overseeing all major
programs agreed by the King, and granting
seigneuries and supervising seigneurs and
their dealings with habitants; and (iii) the Sovereign Council, which included the Bishop,
the Intendant and a selection of prominent colonists as the law-making and judiciary body.
Filles du Roi6
The King charged Intendant Jean Talon with
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implementing programs to encourage population expansion. One of the successful plans
was the recruitment of filles du roi or “King’s
Daughters” for New France. These were
young single women who emigrated from
France at the king’s expense for the purpose of
marrying single men already in Quebec.
The filles du roi received 100 livres in expense
money to cover moving costs, clothing and the
price of passage. They were also given a small
hope chest, and a selection of everyday articles
including a head dress, taffeta handkerchief, a
pair of ribbons, 100 sewing needles, a comb,
spool of white thread, a pair of stockings and
gloves, scissors, two knives, 1,000 pins, a bonnet, four lace braids, and two livres in silver.
After they arrived in Quebec, they received
other clothing suitable for the climate and additional provisions drawn from the King’s
warehouse.
About 20% of them were sent to Montreal
and a few to Trois Rivières. Girls were brought
to a hall where they were paraded in front of
eligible men. The girls could pick and choose
among the men. They had the right to refuse
or accept whomever they wished. They would
ask the men about their house, land, livestock
and habits. As for the men, they looked for
sturdy women on whom they could depend to
share the farm workload and withstand the
rigours of the land.
When chosen, the couple arranged for a
marriage contract with a notary. Marriage followed within a month. After marriage, the
couple was given an ox, a cow, two pigs, two
chickens, two barrels of salted meat and 11
crowns in cash. They then departed for their
new home.
Quick marriages and procreation were encouraged. Most King’s Daughters found husbands soon after arriving. Large families were
incented with money grants to young married
men and fathers of large families: an annual
cash award of 300 livres for 10 children, increasing to 400 livres for 12 children, and more

Our Filles du Roi Ancestors and Spouses
Lapointe Line
Jeanne Chartier, Pierre Rousset dit
Beaucourt
Madeleine Després, Nicolas Audet dit
Lapointe
Louise Faure dite Planchet, Pierre Gagné
Marguerite Foy, François Dumas
Louise Gargottin, Daniel Perron

Perrette LaVallée, Jean Bourassa
Marguerite Lamirault, Honoré Martel dit
Lamontagne
Marguerite Paquet, François Biville dit le
Picard
Catherine Paulo, Étienne Campeau
Marguerite Peuvrier, Jacques Meneux
dit Châteauneuf

Joanis Line
Marie Arcular, Claude Lefébvre dit
Boulanger
Marie Barbant, Jean de Lalonde dit
Lespérance
Louise Bercier, Marcel Feuillon
Jeanne Bilodeau, Pierre Couillard
Marie Blanchard, Mathieu Brunet dit
Letang
Jeanne Branconnier, Charles Edeline
Marie Campion, Mathurin Dubé
Marguerite Cardillon, Claude Desjardins dit
Charbonnier
Marie Marguerite Clancy, Michel Prezeau
dit Chambly
Jeanne Charton, Jean Robin dit Lapointe
Denise Colin, Roch Thouin
Élisabeth Doucinet, Jacques Bédard
Anne Julienne Dumont, René Dubois dit
Brisbois
Marie Gaillard, Jean Perrier dit Lafleur

for larger families. Bachelors were penalized:
their hunting, fishing and fur-trading privileges would be withheld if they did not agree
to marry and start a family.7
The King’s Daughters program and cash incentives for family growth were active campaigns supporting family values and were instrumental in increasing population. Between

Élisabeth Godillon, Léonard Éthier
Anne Guillaume, François Dubois dit
Lafrance
Élisabeth Hubert, Louis Bolduc
Catherine Leroux, René Goulet
Denise Marié, Jean Quennevhlle
Marie Marchessault, Jean Michel
Marie Masseron, François Marset
Barbe Ménard, Antoine Vermet dit
Laforme
Françoise Moisan, Antoine Brunet dit
Bellehumeur
Marie Morin, Laurent Gignard
Catherine Pillat, Pierre dit
Ducharme
Françoise Pilois, André Barsa dit Lafleur
Marie Thérèse Petit, Jean Coitou dit
St. Jean
Jeanne Sederay, Pierre Picard
Marie Sel, Nicolas Guillemet
Marguerite Viard, Mathurin Bénard dit
Lajeunesse

1663 and 1673 about 800 King’s Daughters emigrated and married. Within 10 years the population had increased to about 6,700.
Many French Canadians are descendants of
these pioneering women. Our ancestors include 40 filles du roi. They are listed with their
husbands in the table above.
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New France Equivalency Glossary
Denier

A French coin equivalent to a British penny

Sol or sou

12 deniers

Livre

20 sous

Piastre &
Centin

Used colloquially in 1850-1900 Quebec
for dollar and cent

Arpent

A lineal arpent is about 58.5 metres
A square arpent is about .84 acre
A typical French land division was 2-4 arpents
wide by 40-60 arpents deep

Perche

A lineal perche is 5.85 metres

Minot

A unit of dry volume equivalent to about 38 litres
and approximately equal to a bushel

Dit Names
A few words about so-called dit names. The
reader will have noticed that many of our ancestors have dit names. For example, our
Lapointes were originally Audet dit Lapointe
and our Joanis line was Depoca dit Joanis.
Many settlers in New France had dit names.
Dit, a form of the verb dire, means “to say” or
“called”. The first name is the original surname and the dit name is the name the family
is called. Dit names were sometimes adopted
by families to distinguish them from another
branch of the same family. François-J. Audet
of the Société Royale du Canada wrote that the
name Audet dit Lapointe arose to distinguish
one Audet family who lived “on the point of
land” from others with the Audet surname8 .
Many dit names derived from military service where early French military rules required a nom de guerre, or nickname, for all regular soldiers. The nickname became the equivalent of an identification number. In each company, all nicknames start with the same letter
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It was therefore easy to identify the company
to which a soldier belonged. As discussed in
the next chapter, I believe our Nicolas Audet
dit Lapointe received his dit name from army
service.
The dit name was usually passed down to
later generations, either in place of the original
name, or in addition to it. Some of the descendants might then use the original name,
some the dit name. After a few generations, it
was not uncommon to completely lose
memory of the original name, or to forget
which was the original and which the dit
name.
In our family, use of the Audet name seems
to have fallen away in favour of Lapointe by
the mid-1800s, while the Depoca name rarely
appears in church records after 1875. Indeed,
my mother had never heard of the Depoca
name.
The Native Threat and the French Army
Another impediment to colonization was the

combative Iroquois band, consisting of five
nations (the Mohawk, Cayuga, Seneca, Onondaga and Oneida). They had been an avowed
enemy of the French since Champlain’s first
skirmish in 1613 and his alliance with the Algonquin and Huron nations. Iroquois attacks,
torture and killing of settlers were a constant
threat in New France, and for many years, colonists of Trois Rivières and Montreal and surrounding settlements were increasingly menaced by Iroquois warriors.
The Company of 100 Associates was ineffective in providing a safety net for settlers. Colonists were resigned to staying behind rampart walls or venturing beyond only if armed.
Many settlers lost their lives.
In the 1640s, the Company resorted to employing 100 private soldiers from France, but
this number was insufficient for adequate protection throughout the colony. Things did not
improve measurably in the 1650s. There was
an attempt in 1651 with the formation of the
first settler militia, in Trois Rivières, under the
leadership of Pierre Boucher. But continual
petitions to the French king for more protection went unheeded.
In the 1660s, Iroquois attacks and killings
continued, a situation that did nothing to
change the view in France that prospective
colonists faced a life of peril in the new land.
Yet 1660 was a watershed year. The famed
Battle of Long Sault lent credence to the need
for protection. There followed further supply
of 100 soldiers in each of 1661 and 1662. The
latter infusion was provided by the king – an
important first recognition of the dire situation. The following year, a militia of 139 men
was formed for additional protection in Montreal.
In 1664, seeing that the situation, if not corrected, would impact the colony’s long-term
growth, the King agreed to dispatch the
Carignan-Salières Regiment of 1,000 men to
Quebec the following year. This army was
made up of 20 companies, each composed of a
captain, lieutenant, ensign, two sergeants,

three corporals, five enspassades and 40 soldiers. Soldiers were equipped with muskets.
Their first assignment in 1665 was to construct fortifications. They built forts along the
Richelieu River at Sorel, Chambly, and Ste.
Thérèse (forts at St. Jean and Ste. Anne were
built the following year). The Richelieu, the rivière des Iroquois, was the focus because it was
the route most used by the Iroquois for its
raids on New France.
In January 1666, about 300 soldiers and 200
settler volunteers left Quebec on foot for Iroquois territory. More volunteers from Montreal joined the expedition. They had skirmishes with Mohawks in upstate New York,
but overall, their mission was unsuccessful
and they returned home.
Later that year, there were several encounters between the French and the Iroquois, and
intermittent, unsuccessful peace talks. In September, 1,300 soldiers and settler and native
volunteers marched to Iroquois territory. Although there was little fighting, the Iroquois
realized that a peace agreement was in their
best interests, and soon capitulated. The expedition returned to Quebec in early November.
A formal peace agreement was reached in July
1667.
An era of peace and prosperity ensued in
New France. With the Iroquois threat extinguished, the colonists were able to get on with
their daily lives in peace. Also, the efforts to
explore new trade routes west and southward
increased, and fur trade commerce expanded.
There was an additional side benefit from
the Carignan-Salières deployment – a population boom for the colony. Intendant Talon was
concerned that the army’s return to France
might encourage the Iroquois to once again
commence raids on the colony. Thus the King
agreed to provide inducements to soldiers to
remain in New France as settlers. Officers
were offered seigneuries, ranging in size from
40 to 200 square arpents. Soldiers were offered
land and money, either 100 livres or 50 livres
plus provisions for one year. Some 30 officers
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Our Soldier Ancestors
Lapointe Line
Nicolas Audet dit Lapointe
François Biville dit Le Picard

Monteil
Grandfontaine

Honoré Martel dit Lamontagne
Pierre Rousset dit Beaucourt

Berthier
Maximy

André Barsa dit Lafleur

La Fredière

Monteil

Mathurin Bénard dit
La Jeunesse
Louis Bolduc
Christophe Février dit La Croix
Louis Bolduc
Mathieu Gervais dit Le Parisien
Jean Robin dit Lapointe

La Durantaye

Jean de Lalonde dit
Lespérance
Roger Latouche
Pierre Payet dit St. Amour
Jean Peladeau dit Saint-Jean
Jean Perrier dit Lafleur
Pierre Payet dit St. Amour
Jean Peladeau dit Saint-Jean
Jean Roy dit LaPensée

Joanis Line

Grandfontaine
La Fouille
Grandfontaine
Grandfontaine
Saurel

Grandfontaine
La Tour
La Fouille
La Brisardière
La Tour
La FouilleJean
La Fredière

and 400 soldiers accepted the offers and many
Jean Roy dit
considered
LaPensée burdensome,
La Fredière
particularly comof them married filles du roi.
pared with their friends in France who were
Their lands were mostly situated in the Richtreated more serf-like as in medieval times.
elieu River Valley, where New France was
The first seigneurial grant was made in
thought to be most vulnerable to attacks by the
1623 to Louis Hébert, a colleague of ChamIroquois or English forces from the 13 Coloplain and Canada’s first colonist farmer. He
nies. The ex-soldiers would be available to
was also our earliest Canadian ancestor (more
serve in defence of their new homeland.
later in this chapter). During the next 40 years,
Our ancestors include 19 soldiers of the
grants were made by the Company of One
Carignan-Salières regiment. The table above
Hundred Associates to directors and friends
lists our soldier ancestors and the Company in
of the Company in France, who neither came
which they served. No doubt other ancestors
to the colony themselves nor sent representaserved in the settler militia.
tives to undertake clearing lands and recruiting settlers. The tracts were merely held in the
hope that someday they would become valuaThe Seigneurial System9
ble. Out of 60 seigneuries which were granted
by the Company during the years 1632 to 1663,
The seigneurial land distribution system was
not more than a half-dozen grants were made
adopted in New France in the early 1600s.
to “bona fide” colonists. All told, 152 seigneurSimilar to the feudal system in place in France,
ies were granted, until the system was abollarge rectangular land tracts along the St. Lawished in 1854.
rence River and other waterways were
granted mainly to French aristocrats in return
The habitant’s tenured property and obligafor agreeing to colonize their lands with 200tions to his seigneur were described in a nota300 settlers annually. It was seen by early
rized title deed, which typically included the
French administrators as the prime method of
following required payments and services: (i)
increasing population. And to the settlers, the
yearly payments known as the cens et rentes, a
obligations to their seigneur were few and not
small cash amount plus a stated amount of
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money, poultry or produce; (ii) droits de banalité, milling their grain at the seigneur’s mill,
and paying a toll of one fourteenth of their
grain; (iii) the corvée, six days of free labour
each year to the seigneur; and (iv) lods et ventes,
one-twelfth of the value of the sale or transfer
of his land, except to direct heirs.
Habitants were also expected to be members
of the militia and available to fight at the call
of the government and their Seigneur.
The tenant’s land was almost always a rectangular plot with river frontage of 3-10 lineal
arpents and a depth of 10-80 arpents. Its location was specified in the deed in relation to the
neighbours on all sides. A waterside, premier
concession location was valued by habitants,
much more than second concession land in the
rear. For, in the 17th century, without adequate roads, the rivers were the highways and
the only way to link villages and bring produce to market. Most homes were built near
the waterfront.
On May Day each year the habitants had to
partake in the custom of paying homage to
their seigneur. They would gather to plant a
Maypole fir tree at the seigneur's house. This
was always followed by dancing, with food
and drink supplied by the seigneur.
Each autumn on November 11, St. Martin’s
Day, they returned to the seigneur's house, to
make their annual cash and produce payments. One by one they handed over their
quota of grain or poultry and their cens in copper coins. The habitants traded gossip, danced
and ate and drank, courtesy of the seigneur.
This was a festive occasion for all.
Throughout the French period there were
few complaints from habitants concerning the
burdens of seigneurial tenure. Whenever disputes arose, the Intendant determined a fair
outcome. On the whole, the system, at least in
the 17th century, had a positive impact on the
colony by organizing and settling the population, providing a social structure and a means
of defending the colony, all in the French tradition. It fared not as well later under British

rule with its common law and direct land
ownership concepts, which ultimately led to
its demise.
Life of the Habitant10
The strength and future of the colony rested
with the habitant himself. Our early ancestors
in Quebec were true pioneers. They lived a
simple life. But they were not unhappy with
their lot. The word habitant, they believed,
stood for a free inhabitant of a free new country. The settler was proud of his decision to
emigrate to New France and proud of his family, his home and property, and his new life.
Most habitants lived in single-storey homes
constructed of stone or timber, with steeppitched roofs, projecting eaves and small windows, and situated at the front of their property near the road and water. Houses were
about 20 x 30 feet, kept neat and tidy and were
whitewashed each spring. Close by were the
small storehouse or attached shed, barn and
stable, and cold storage root house built into
the ground and insulated with earth mounding. Most habitants also had their wood-fired
outdoor bake oven for the twice weekly baking of bread. And an abundant wood pile was
stacked nearby for the bake oven and indoor
fireplace.
As each settler had his long strip of land to
the water, there were no villages per se, but rather, a long string of roadside homes. Villages
developed later as a cluster with the church
nearby.
Inside the home, there were two or three
rooms with wood plank floors. The main
room was the living/dining/kitchen area and
included a large open fireplace and hearth
with its large kettle of soup simmering over
the open fire. Most furnishings were made by
the family and included bright rag carpets, a
pine table and chairs, a chest or side-board, a
musket for hunting ducks and wild geese, and
the obligatory crucifix and pictures of saints
and the Virgin Mary. In some homes, the
kitchen was a separate room with a fireplace
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for cooking, and an array of pots and dishes
and all things necessary for the wife to feed
her large family. If no separate kitchen, then
the other room was a bedroom for the parents,
possibly with a four poster bed fashioned by
the husband. The long, low loft, accessible by
ladder, was used as sleeping quarters for the
children, often numbering 10, 12 or more. Mattresses of straw and feathers covered the entire
attic.
Habitants learned to be self-sufficient for
most of their needs – everything from clothes
to food to farming implements and tools.
Clothes for the entire family were made from
drugget, a coarse, durable cloth locally handloomed from wool. Shirts, trousers and frock
coats for the men and skirts for the women. In
winter, everyone wore furs from beaver,
heavy deer-hide clogs or oiled moccasins
(bottes sauvages), knitted wool socks, gloves,
and colourful toques.
The tuques were identified with the habitants. Each area had its own colour; for habitants from the Quebec area, the colour was
blue, while in the Montreal area, toques were
red. These central colour themes continue today; recall the Quebec Nordiques playing the
Montreal Canadiens.
The habitant woman was a devoted wife
dedicated to her family, sturdy, strong, industrious and frugal. She was the bearer of children and a mother for decades. She was cook,
housekeeper, spinner, seamstress, craftswoman, field worker and keeper of the chickens. She was the teacher of her children, particularly her daughters, and her skills were
passed on for future generations. The women
spun flax into linen and wove cloth, made table cloths, curtains, and bedcovers, clothes,
socks, mitts, gloves, mats, rugs, quilts, straw
hats, candles and soap.
What was the habitant’s daily diet? Nourishing and plentiful, if not widely varied. Lots of
wheat bread and cornmeal cakes. Salt pork,
deer, duck, goose and partridge were common
meats year round. Smoked eels and other fish
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caught in the St. Lawrence were for Fridays
and other fasting days. And peas and beans,
pea soup being a daily staple, and baked beans
a favourite. Also, sausages of blood and hog
entrails. Beans, cucumbers, melons and potatoes were grown in the garden. Some homes
also had a few planted fruit trees for apples,
plums and cherries. These were supplemented
with local wild raspberries, blueberries and
grapes in season.
They drank milk from their cow, some tea
and coffee, although both were expensive.
Home-brewed ale was plentiful and colonists
were quick to share a glass, whatever the occasion. Idleness, due to numerous holidays
and long winters, their innate hospitality, and
frequent visiting one another, all were reasons
to enjoy a friendly drink or two.
The men, their sons and even some of the
women, smoked a pipe endlessly with local
coarse, strong tobacco. Every habitant had his
tobacco patch in the garden, growing enough
for the family’s annual needs.
The habitant was an outdoor man, content
with the life of a seasonal farmer. Farming was
difficult, implements basic and cultivation
methods crude. They did not fertilize or rotate
crops, and fields were rarely allowed to lie fallow. Their crops were wheat, corn, oats, rye
and barley, plus cabbage, pumpkins and melons from the garden. The river marshes provided wild hay for the cattle, oxen and horses.
Their still largely-wooded land provided a
supply of wood for the sons to split for fireplace and bake oven needs.
As for livestock, the habitant prized a horse,
used mainly for transportation. He had a
caleche for pleasure and carriole for winter
travel. Also a home-made, wooden-wheeled
cart or wagon for farm work. He used an ox or
two in the field for their great strength and
kept sheep for wool and pigs for meat.
The habitant needed to be a proficient craftsman, carpenter and cabinetmaker, maintaining his equipment and devising and building
most of his farm equipment needs. Implement

Selected Scenes of French Canadian Life and Customs

The wood chopper and sawyer

Canadian habitant in winter

Agricultural implements 17th & 18th century

Forgeron Henri Cauchon, La Malbâtie c1950
The Forge Cauchon has operated since 1882

Stand for fur artisan

Furrier’s scissors

Mouchettes - candle snuffers
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Winter clothing 18th century

Winter clothing 19th century

Cornelius Krieghoff Ice Cutting c1847
Horse transport vehicles 18th century
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Every family had its outdoor bake oven
For years after the bridge to Île d’Orléans was
completed in 1935, the inhabitants were still fond
of their ox carts c1950

Habitant woman weaving home spun cloth
Every habitant home had a spinning wheel and the women of the
house made cloth, clothing and
blankets for use in the home and
for sale

On Île d’Orléans farmers used an ice road over the
St. Lawrence River. Small trees served as route
markers
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Cornelius Krieghoff Making Maple Sugar

were rudimentary and inefficient. The farm
season was no longer than six months, which
allowed for planting and harvesting winter
wheat and maize, as well as garden produce.
In the long, cold winters, the men had more
leisure time. They whiled the time away
woodcarving, making furniture, chairs of
birch, corner cupboards of pine, with ample
time for smoking their pipe.
Winter was also the great social season for
habitant families. Singing folksongs, dancing
and storytelling were favourite pastimes. The
short days and long evenings were perfect for
visits, chatter, gossip and playing cards, music, singing, dancing, and merry-making.
Every parish had its fiddler, who was indispensable to the community’s social life. And
many households had one member who
played the fiddle, almost always home-made.
In other seasons there were social gatherings
including the corvées récréatives at a habitant's
home for some combination of work and play.
The corn-husking corvée, the brayage or flaxbeating, grosse-gerbe, which celebrated the last
load brought in from the fields, and the Ignolée
or welcoming of the New Year. All were celebrations of friendship and revelry.
Role of the Church11
A description about habitant life would not be
complete without the community role played
by the Church.
The Catholic Church had significant influence on the growth of New France. The
Church and the bishop, who was a member of
the Sovereign Council, worked closely with
civil authorities to recruit settlers from France,
encourage marriage and the birth rate, provide priests for new parishes and, as the largest landowner in New France, promote new
farming methods which had been proved out
on Church-owned seigneuries.
For the habitant, the parish and the curé
played key roles in everyday life. New France
was almost entirely populated by Roman

Catholics. The church was there for them for
life – baptism, first communion, confirmation,
education, sickness, marriage and burial. The
parish recorded all vital statistics of birth, marriage and burial, and these census-like data
have been preserved down through Quebec
history, and today form a principal source for
Canadian ancestral research.
The curé was both advisor and confessor
and provided moral and spiritual support. In
addition, the church operated the only hospitals, established schools, and provided charitable works.
Habitants considered mass on Sundays and
holy days not only a time for worship, but an
opportunity for socializing. All residents attended, no matter the distance or weather.
And for the occasion, they dressed in their fanciest, brightest clothing and millinery fashions. After mass, the parishioners gathered
outside where announcements from the
bishop, curé, governor and seigneur would be
read aloud. Following this, the throng exchanged news and gossip before leaving to
spend the rest of the day in games or dancing
or in visits with friends and neighbours.
Our Early Ancestors12
We now turn to a review of our early ancestors, dating to the first colonists of New
France. Named on a plaque in Quebec City,
are 47 couples who settled in New France beginning in 1613. Thirty-one of our ancestors
are included in the list. Six of these individuals have been selected for brief biographical
sketches.
Louis Hébert, our 12th great grandfather (our
Joanis line through great-great grandmother
Domithilde Maheu), was born in Paris about
1575. All relatives of the author in the same
generation are thus 15th generation Canadians. A direct descendant tree from Louis Hébert to the author is included in Appendix 3.
Hébert is regarded as Canada’s first settl-
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Plaque Commemorating Early Settlers of New
France

er as well as the first European to farm in Canada. His story is featured in history courses
taught throughout Canadian elementary
schools.
Louis was the son of Nicolas Hébert and
Jacqueline Pajot. Nicolas was the official druggist and spice merchant to the Queen. In 1602
Louis married Marie Rollet in Paris.
After initially following in his father’s footsteps with an apothecary shop, Hébert joined
French exploration voyages to the New
World. In 1604, he sailed with Champlain and
his cousin by marriage, Jean de Biencourt de
Poutrincourt, and others to the New World
where they formed a colony at Ste. Croix Island in the Bay of Fundy. He experimented
with planting grains, looked after the health of
the colonists and became familiar with and
used native remedies. After the colony had relocated to Port Royal, he accompanied Champlain and Poutrincourt south on an exploratory voyage along the coast, seeking other
sites suitable for settlement. When the Port
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Royal settlement was closed in 1607, he returned to Paris and resumed work as a pharmacist.
In 1610, Hébert returned to Port Royal with
Poutrincourt and a group of settlers. As pharmacist, he treated both French and native patients. In 1613, the English captured and destroyed Port Royal and once more Hébert was
forced to return to Paris, where he practised
healing with drugs and native herbs, and operated an apothecary shop.
In the winter of 1616–1617 Champlain was in
Paris promoting his colony at Quebec. He convinced Hébert to join the colony and he and
his family arrived there in mid-1617. Louis
agreed to work as an apothecary for the Company of 100 Associates for 200 crowns per year
for three years. He was also to receive provisions for their first two years in the colony, and
land, the produce from which would be for the
Company. However, the Company reneged
on these promises and Hébert had to settle for
no land and less support.
His friend Champlain suggested he start cultivating a tract of land on the heights above the
settlement. His acreage was located on a site
that is today located on the grounds of the
Seminary of Quebec and Basilica of Notre
Dame between Ste. Famille and Couillard
Streets in Quebec City. His one-storey stone
house was located near the gate to the garden
which now encircles the Seminary.
Hébert, his son Guillaume and a servant
cleared the land by hand, and raised corn,
winter wheat, beans and peas. His livestock
included cattle, pigs and chickens. He also established an orchard and vineyard. Hébert
was the first non-native Canadian to support
his family and others from the land.
Hébert enjoyed the confidence of both colonists and natives. After his term with the Company was completed in 1620, Champlain appointed him King’s Attorney, responsible for
the administration of justice in the colony. In
1622, he petitioned the viceroy for title to his

Our Early Ancestors

Ancestors

Dates of
Settlement

Ancestral
Line

Ancestors listed on the Louis Hébert Monument Plaque :
Louis Hébert and Marie Rollet
1604 & 1617/1617
Guillaume Couillard and Guillemette Hébert
1613/1617
Jean Nicolet
1618
Marin Boucher and Perrine Mallet
1619/1634
Zacharie Cloutier and Xainte Dupont
1619/1634
Pierre Desportes and Françoise Langlois
1620/1620
Abraham Martin and Marguerite Langlois
1620/1620
Noël Langlois and Françoise Grenier
1620/1634
François Bélanger & Marie Robin dit Guyon
1634/1634
Jean Guyon and Mathurine Robin
1634/1634
Philippe Amyot and Anne Convent
1635/1635
Jean Côté and Anne Martin
1635/1620
Robert Drouin and Anne Cloutier
1636/1834
Claude Poulin and Jeanne Mercier
1636/1639
Étienne Racine and Marguerite Martin
1636/1624
Noël Morin and Hélène Desportes
1636/1620

Joanis
Joanis
Lapointe
Joanis
Joanis
Joanis
Lapointe
Lapointe
Lapointe
Lapointe
Lapointe
Lapointe
Joanis
Lapointe
Lapointe
Joanis

Two other ancestors were among Champlain’s 80 colonists who arrived in 1619:
Jean Maheu
Jacques Vezina

land, which he received the next year. His
land was known as the fief of Sault-au-Matelot. Later, he was awarded as well, the St. Joseph seigneury along the St. Charles River,
which he used as pasture for cattle. He was
also named Sieur de L’Espinay. Hébert was
the first seigneur in New France.
In the winter of 1626 Hébert had a fall on the
ice, the injuries from which proved fatal in
January 1627. He was buried in the Récollet
cemetery. In 1678 his bones, still in their cedar
coffin, were transferred to the vault of the
newly-erected Récollet chapel.
In Quebec City’s Montmorency Park, a large
monument commemorates Louis Hébert, Marie Rollet and their son-in-law, Guillaume

1619
1619

Joanis
Joanis

Couillard. The central figure is Louis holding
a sheaf of corn in one hand and a sickle in the
other. On the right is Marie holding her three
children and on the left is Guillaume with a
plough. A plaque lists the first colonists of
Quebec.
After Louis’ death, Marie spent many years
performing good works in the community, assisting settlers, teaching natives to read and
write and giving them instruction in Christianity. Marie remarried to Guillaume Huboult
in 1629. She died in 1649.
Guillaume Couillard (Joanis line) was born
about 1591, the son of Guillaume Couillard
and Élisabeth de Vesins, and a native of Saint-
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Louis Hébert Monument, Quebec City

Malo or of Saint-Landry in Paris. He came to
the new world about 1613 and was employed
as a carpenter and caulker by Compagnie des
Marchands de Rouen et de Saint Malo. He was
also a seasoned seaman. Couillard was one of
the first to settle permanently in the colony. In
1621, he married Guillemette, daughter of
Louis Hébert. Samuel de Champlain was a
witness. They would have 10 children. Because of the numerous descendants of these
children, Guillaume and Guillemette are ancestors of many North Americans with French
Canadian heritage.
Upon her father’s death, Guillemette inherited half his lands, which she and Guillaume
continued to farm. As well, Champlain
granted them 100 acres bordering the St.
Charles River and enough seed to get them

34 |A MELDING OF CULTURES

started with their first crops. In 1628, Guillaume was the first to use a plough in New
France and, by 1632, he had about 20 acres under cultivation. In 1639 he opened a flour mill,
and in the same year, the governor of Quebec
appointed him “clerk responsible for inspecting the sown lands and the food of the settlers
of Quebec.” By 1643 he was making lime for
construction of new buildings by the Company of 100 Associates.13
When Quebec was captured by the English
in 1629, Guillaume Couillard’s family was the
only one that agreed to live under occupation.
Champlain entrusted to them his two young
adopted native girls, Charité and Espérance.
After the French returned in 1632, Couillard
continued to work for the colony. He took part
in its defence against the Iroquois. He piloted
boats between Quebec and Tadoussac. He
gave part of his lands for the reconstruction of
the church. In 1654, for “services rendered to
the country of Canada”, he was awarded the
noble title Sieur de L’Espinay.
Guillaume Couillard died in 1663 and was
buried in the chapel of Hôtel-Dieu in recognition of his gifts to that institution. Three years
later Guillemette sold their house and a good
portion of their land to Jean Talon, and gave
the rest to Bishop Laval for the establishment
of the seminary of Quebec. The site of their
house is marked today by a cairn in the courtyard of the seminary; the plaque inscription is:
“Here stood the house of Guillaume Couillard,
employee of the Company of the Hundred Associates, who arrived in Quebec in 1613 and
who died on the 4th of March, 1663”.
Jean Nicolet, our ancestor through our greatgreat grandmother, Anastasie Gagné Lapointe, was one of New France’s early coureurs
de bois, and his exploration success paved the
way for the many explorers later in the 17th
century.
Nicolet was born about 1598 at Cherbourg

and arrived in New France in 1618 to
work with the Compagnie des Marchands
de Rouen et de Saint-Malo and Samuel de
Champlain. His job was to live and
work among the Indians, learn their
language, explore their lands and secure them as allies of the French. He
was also to discover new trade routes
and pursue the development of the fur
trade.
He spent two years on Allumette Island in the Ottawa River living among
the Huron and Algonquin tribes. He
then went to Lake Nipissing and lived
among the Nipissing tribe for nine
Guillaume Couillard
Jean Nicolet
Louis Hébert Monument
Red Banks, Wisconsin
years. While there, he lived with a native woman, with whom in 1628, he had a
front at Quebec. The inscription reads, “This
daughter, Euphrosine Madeleine (our ancesmonument recalls to the passerby Abraham
tral line). Nicolet is the first French Canadian
Martin, called the ‘Scot’, first King’s Pilot on
known to have Métis offspring.
the St. Lawrence, who tilled the land on the ilAfter the capture of Quebec by the English
lustrious Plains which bear his name. Martin
in 1629, Nicolet worked with the Hurons opdied on 8th September 1664, and was buried
posing English interests.
in Quebec’s first cemetery, which was located
Nicolet is noted for being the first European
on the site of the present Montmorency Park
to cross Lake Michigan, and in 1634 he became
adjoining Mountain Hill”.
the first European to explore the northern waMarin Boucher, (Joanis line) was born on April
tershed of the Mississippi River, which would
15, 1589, at St. Langlis de Mortagne, Perche,
later become Wisconsin. He succeeded in exFrance. He was a cousin of Champlain and
tending fur trading to these areas.
was among the 80 colonists recruited by him
He settled in Trois Rivières in 1637 as a clerk
in 1619. He was a mason and carpenter. He refor the Company of 100 Associates. He marturned to France about 1624.
ried Marguerite, the daughter of Guillaume
In 1634, Boucher and his wife Perrine Mallet
Couillard and Guillemette Hébert, and they
and family returned as part of Robert Giffhad a daughter and a son. In 1642, he drowned
ard’s colonist group and settled first in Beauin the St. Lawrence River near Sillery.
port, then in Château Richer.
Abraham Martin dit l’Écossais (Lapointe line), a
contemporary of Champlain, arrived in the
Zacharie Cloutier (Joanis Line) was a carpenter.
He and his father Denis first came to Quebec
colony in 1620. He was a river pilot and fishin 1619 with the 80 colonists. However, they
erman and became the first King’s River Pilot
returned to France probably within two years.
on the St. Lawrence. He was possibly the first
In 1634, Zacharie and his wife Xainte Dupont
Canadian of Scottish descent. But he is now
and family returned with the Giffard group,
principally remembered for some of his lands
first settling on Giffard’s seigniory at Beau– the Plains of Abraham – the site of the battle
port, then establishing themselves at Château
between Wolfe and Montcalm forces in 1759.
Richer. He had extensive land holdings.
There is a memorial to Martin on the river
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Lapointe Ancestors (Husbands and Wives) – 17th Century
Phillipe Amyot dit Villeneuve
Nicolas Audet
Jean Barrette
Jacques Bégin
François Bélanger
Jacques Billaudeau
François Biville dit Le Picard
Claude Bouchard
Claude Boudreau
Jean Bourassa
Antoine Bourg
Antoine Boutin
Étienne Campeau
Jean Cauchon
Jean Côté
Jean Côté
Roman de Trepagny
Etienne Desbiens
Pierre Desportes
Robert Drouin
François Dumas
Élie Dussault dit Lafleur
Julien Fortin
Pierre Gagné
Louis Gagné
Jean Gagnon
Barthélémy Gandin
Jehan Gaudet
Sebastien Gingras
Pierre Glinet
Charles Guillebout
Claude Guyon
Jean Guyon
Gabriel Hervé
Jean Huard
Jacques Jahan dit Laviolette
Robert Jeanne
Noël Langlois dit Boisverdun
René Lavoie
Jacques Leblanc
Jean-Baptiste Marot dit Labonté
Honoré Martel dit Lamontagne
Abraham Martin dit L’Écossais

Anne Convent
Madeleine Després**
Jeanne Bitouset*
Anne Meloque
Marie Madeleine Robin dite Guyon
Geneviève Marie Longchamp*
Marguerite Paquet**
Louise Gagné
Anne Marie Catherine Thibodeau
Perette Marie Vallée**
Antoinette Landry
Geneviève Gandin
Catherine Paulo**
Anne Martin*
Geneviève Verdun
Geneviève Drouin
Marie Campeau
Françoise Langlois
Marie Chapelier* & Anne Cloutier
Marguerite Foy**
Madeleine Nicolet
Geneviève Gamache*
Louise Faure dite Planchet**
Marie Michel
Marguerite Cauchon
Marguerite Coignac
Marie Françoise Daussy
Geneviève Guillebout
Geneviève-Françoise Gingras
Françoise Bigot*
Claudette Catherine Colin*
Mathurine Madeleine Boulet dite Robin
Marguerite Lorillau
Anne Marie Amyot dite Villeneuve
Marie Ferra*
Françoise Madeleine Savard
Françoise Bélanger
Anne Godin
Catherine Hébert
Anne Geneviève Boutin
Marguerite Lamirault**
Marguerite Langlois
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Philippe Matou-dit-Labrie
Jacques Meneux dit Châteauneuf
Pierre Miville dit Le Suisse
Guillaume Morel
Noël Morin
Jean Nicolet
Pierre Paradis
Georges Pelletier
Nicolas Pelletier
Daniel Perron
Claude Phillipeau
Jean Pitre dit Beneque
Claude Poulin
Jean Préjean dit Le Breton
Etienne Racine
Gervais Rocheron
Simon Rocheron
Jean Rolandeau
Michel Roulois
Pierre Rousset dit Beaucourt
Jean Isaac Roussin
Simon Savard
Noël Simard dit Lombrette
Jean Thériault
Guy Thérriault dit Grandmaison
Marcel Thibeault
Pierre Tremblay
Louis Tremblay
Charles Turgeon
Vincent Verdon
*

Fille à marier

**

Fille du roi
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Marguerite Doucinet*
Marguerite Peuvrier**
Charlotte Maugis
Catherine Pelletier
Hélène Desportes
unknown Nipissing woman
Barbe Guyon
Catherine Vanier
Jeanne DeVoisy
Louise Gargottin**
Jeanne Enard
Marie Pesseley
Jeanne Mercier*
Andrée Savoie
Marguerite Martin
Madeleine Guyon dite Buisson
Mathurine Bisson
Marie Thibeault
Jeanne Maline
Jeanne Chartier**
Madeleine Giguère
Marie Hordouille
Marie Madeleine Racine
Perrine Rheault
Marie Madeleine Poulin
Jeanne Soyer
Anne Achon*
Marie Perron
Marie Lefebvre
Geneviève Pelletier

Joanis Ancestors (Husbands and Wives) – 17th Century
René Alarie dit Grandalarie
Guillaume Charles Amringer
Michel André dit St. Michel
Jacques Archambault
Jacques Badeau
André Barsa dit Lafleur
Jean Beauvais dit St. Gemme
Isaac Bédard
Jacques Bédard
François Bélanger
Mathurin Bénard dit Lajeunesse
Paul Benoît
Mathurin Bigras dit Fauvel
François Blondeau
Louis Bolduc
Marin Boucher dit Pitoche
François Boullard
Henri Brault
Antoine Brunet dit Bellehumeur
François Brunet dit Bourbonnais
Mathieu Brunet dit Letang
François Chagnon dit Larose
Paul Charles Chalifour
Olivier Charbonneau
Pierre Charron dit Ducharme
Pierre Clément
Zacharie Cloutier
Jean Coitou dit St-Jean
François Contineau
Mathurin Corneau
Guillaume Couillard
Pierre Couillard
Jean-Baptiste Cousineau
Guillaume Daoust
François Daragon-dit-Lafrance
André Demers
Jean Demers
Claude Desjardins dit Charbonnier
Antoine Devilleray
Jean Dopouka
Robert Drouin
Mathurin Dubé
François Dubois dit Lafrance
René Dubois dit Brisbois

Louise Thibault
Marie-Anne Corneau
Françoise Jacqueline Nadreau*
Françoise Tourault
Anne Ardouin
Françoise Pilois**
Jeanne Solde*
Marie Girard*
Élisabeth Doucinet**
Marie Madeleine Robin dite Guyon
Marguerite Viard**
Élisabeth Gobinet*
Marie Brunet
Nicole Rolland*
Élisabeth Hubert**
Perrine Mallet
Françoise Lauzon
Marie-Ursule Bolduc
Francoise Moisan**
Barbe Beauvais
Marie Blanchard**
Catherine Charron
Jacquette Archambault
Marguerite Marie Garnier
Catherine Pillat**
Marie Catherine Prezeau
Xainte Dupont
Marie Thérèse Petit**
Madeleine Milot
Madeleine Poitevin
Guillemette Hébert
Jeanne Bilodeau**
Jeanne Bénard
Marie-Madeleine Lalonde
Marie Guillemette
Marie Chefdeville*
Jeanne Voidy*
Marguerite Cardillon**
Jeanne Quenneville
Jeanne de Hiriault
Anne Cloutier
Marie Campion**
Anne Guillaume**
Anne Julienne Dumont**
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Charles Edeline
Léonard Éthier
Christophe Février dit La Croix
Michel Filion
René Filiatrault
François Fortin
Charles Garnier
Nicolas Gaudry dit Bourbonnière
Charles Gauthier
Mathieu Gervais dit Le Parisien
Laurent Gignard
Toussaint Giroux
Jacques Goulet
René Goulet
Jean Grenier dit Nadeau
Jean Grou
Nicolas Guillemet
Jean Haudecoeur
Louis Hébert
Augustin Hébert dit Jolicoeur
Mathieu Huboult dit Deslongchamps
Toussaint Hunault dit d’Eschamps
Urbain Jetté
Guillaume Labelle
Raymond Labrosse
Pierre Lachapelle dit Lorrain
Jean de Lalonde dit Lesperance
Roger Latouche
Gilles Lauzon
Claude Lefebvre dit Boulanger
Noël Legault
Michel Lemay dit Poudrier
Louis Loiselle
Pierre Maheu
Jean Maisonneuve
François Marset
Pierre Martin dit Ladouceur
Philippe Matou dit Labrie
Jacques Menard
Jean Michel
Jacques Milot dit Laval
Maurice Paquet
Jacques Paquet
Émerie Paquet
Pierre François Payette dit St. Amour
Jean Péladeau dit Saint-Jean
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Jeanne Branconnier**
Élisabeth Godillon**
Claire-Françoise Gauthier
Louise Bercier**
Jeanne Jacquette Herault*
Louise Soumillard
Louise Vézina
Agnès Morin
Catherine Camus*
Michelle Picard
Marie Morin**
Marie Godard*
Marguerite Mulier
Catherine Leroux**
Françoise Feuilleteault
Marie-Anne Goguet
Marie Sel**
Marie Magdeleine Matou
Marie Rollet
Adrienne Duvivier
Suzanne Betfer (Bedford)*
Marie Lorgueil*
Catherine Charles*
Anne Charbonneau
Marie-Louise Clement
Françoise Duverdier dite Saulnier*
Marie Brabant**
Marie Gareau
Marie Archambault
Marie Arcular**
Marie Bénard
Marie Michelle Duteau dite Perrin*
Marguerite Charlot*
Jeanne Drouin
Françoise Marie
Marie Louise Masseron**
Marie Anne Limousin
Marguerite Doucinet*
Catherine Fortier*
Marie Marchessault**
Jeanne Hébert
Françoise Forget
Katherine Françoise Stevens
Katie Vincente Marie Beaumont
Louise Tessier
Jeanne Roy*

Étienne Percidier dit Lachapelle
Jean Perrier dit Lafleur
Jacques-Hughes Picard dit Lafortune
Pierre Picard
Antoine Pilon
Michel Prézeau dit Chambly
Jacques Proulx
Jean Quenneville
Adrien Quévillon
Paul Rainville
Pierre Ranger dit Paquet
Antoine Sylvain Robert
Jean Robin dit Lapointe
Jean Roy
Pierre St. Denis
François Séguin dit Laderoute
Urbain Tessier
Guillaume Thibault
Michel Thibault
Roch Thouin
Jean Tournois
Antoine Vermet dit Laforme
Jacques Vézina
*

Fille à marier

**

Fille du roi

Marie Anne Edeline
Marie Gaillard**
Anne Antoinette Liercourt*
Jeanne Sederay**
Marie-Anne Brunet
Marie-Marguerite Chancy**
Jeanne Pilon
Denise Marie**
Jeanne Hunault
Roline Poète
Marguerite Fortin
Marie Josèphe Percidier dite
Lachapelle
Jeanne Charton**
Françoise Bouet
Vivienne Brunelle
Jeanne Petit**
Marie Archambault
Marie Madeleine Lefrançois*
Jeanne Soyer
Denise Colin**
Marguerite Benoît
Barbe Ménard**
Marie Boisdon
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