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Jules Joanis (1862-1900) 
Délina Quévillon (1867-1968)1 

Jules, our great grandfather, and the first child 
of Jules and Domithilde, was born on Decem-
ber 4, 1862 in L’Ange Gardien56. He was bap-
tized the same day with witnesses Félix Mai-
sonneuve, his maternal grandfather, and Ma-
rie-Anne Marangère, his paternal grand-
mother.  
   Jules grew up on his parents’ 4-acre property 
on the outskirts of the village of Angers. Their 
neighbours were his Maisonneuve grandpar-
ents. His father was a part-time farmer and 
carpenter. Jules would have attended elemen-
tary school in Angers with some of my Cullen 
ancestors who lived nearby in Templeton 
Township. 
 

 
Jules Joanis baptism record 1862 

 

   At the age of 12, Jules moved with his fam-
ily to Hawkesbury where his father took a job 
in the Hamilton Brothers’ sawmills. Jules may 
have started his career in sawmilling at that 
time. The family resided in Hawkesbury until 
1879 when they returned to Angers. 
   In the 1881 census, Jules is still a member of 
his father’s household, where the enumerator 
initially listed him and his brother, Félix, as 
farmers.  
   Jules married Délina Quévillon at Angers in 
1884. He was 21 and she 17. The Quévillons 
were from Côte St. Pierre in St. Benoît parish 
and had migrated to the Angers area about 

 
1 There is some confusion on her first name: Délima 
or Délina. There are many conflicting sources: 

1865. Délina’s father, Isae, farmed 100 acres 
just north of Angers village on Range 2 Lot 23.  
   Shortly after their marriage, Jules’ father 
moved to Carleton Place then, subsequently, 
to Hawkesbury. It is believed that Jules and 
Délina remained in Angers, as their first two 
children were born there in 1886 and 1888. 
Jules may have operated his father’s farm in 
his absence, or worked at a sawmill. 
   In 1889, Jules and his family, his parents and 
siblings, moved to Casselman to work in the 
local mill. In the 1891 census, the entire family 
was living as one household. 
   Jules had a number of roles at the Cassel-
man mill. He was a mechanic at the birth of 
daughter Indiana in 1890; a carpenter in 1891 
at time of birth of Laura; and a joiner in 1993 
at the birth of his son Lionel. By 1894, led by 
his father’s decision to move, Jules and family 
had relocated to Rockland.  
   In September 1895, Jules purchased 50 acres 
of farm land, the east quarter of Lot 6 Range 
8, in Clarence Township. The location is on 
the south side of Vinette Road bordering the 
extension of Lacasse Road, about 2 km from 
his father’s property. The price was $300, pay-
able $25 per year with 6% interest. It is 
thought Jules did not become a farmer, but 
bought the land for the future. Rather, he 
worked full-time at the Edwards mills as a 
millwright. And the family lived in rented 
premises in Rockland Village near the mills.  
   In 1898, Jules prepared a handwritten mem-
oire to his children for reference in the event 
of his or Délina’s death. It recorded details of 
their wedding, birthdates and birthplaces of 
all the children, and details of his land pur-
chase. A copy of the memoire is included in 
Appendix 3. 
   By mid-1900, Jules and Délina had seven 
children, five girls and two boys. Daughter 
Indiana had died in 1895 at age five.  
 

church records, tombstone, surrogate court rec-
ords, signatures, etc. I believe the correct name is 
Délina. 
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    In late summer of 1900, Jules became ill. 
Perhaps he contracted influenza or suffered 
from chronic lung disease from mill sawdust. 
His condition deteriorated into pneumonia, 
such that, in early September, he prepared a 
will, appointing Délina as executrix and leav-
ing all his property to her. He died on Sep-
tember 25th.  
   Délina filed for probate the following 
month and settled the estate quickly. Assets 
were valued at $1,515 including $1,000 of in-
surance proceeds, $200 of household effects, 
$300 for the farmland and $15 in horned cat-
tle. We assume Délina soon sold the farm-
land. 
   In 1901, Délina and family were living in 

Rockland Village. Abondius and family were 
next-door neighbours. 57  She supported the 
family by working as a seamstress. Eldest 
daughter Bernadette went to work for the tai-
lor Mr. Dent and became a tailor’s assistant 
and seamstress, contributing to the family’s 
welfare.  

Délina Quévillon (1867-1968) 
Joseph Gauthier (1867-1941) 
 
Délina remarried in 1905 to Joseph Gauthier 
of Rockland, a widower with four children. 
Four other children from his first marriage 
had died previously. Joseph was a teamster 
working at the mill yard at Edwards Mills. 

Descendants of Jules Joanis and Marie Délina Quévillon 
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The Gauthiers and their combined families 
lived on rue Albert in Rockland. The photo of 
Joseph and Délina below may have been 
taken for their wedding. 
   Délina and Joseph lived in Rockland until 
his death in 1941. Then she lived with her 
daughters. She died in July 1968, just prior to 
her 101st birthday. Délina is believed to be 
our longest-living ancestor. 
 
Children of Jules and Délina 
 
Bernadette 
 
See the next section. 
 
Marie Délina Joanis (1888-1946) 
 
Délina, or Tante Lin as she was known by my 
mother’s generation, remained single. 
 
Laura Euphémie Joanis (1891-1987) 
 
   Laura was the fourth child of Jules and 
Domithilde. She was a pianist and a teacher. 
In 1914, at age 23, she went west to Saskatche-
wan to teach at the Dinelle School which was 
located south of St. Denis, at Dinelle’s Hill. She 
had been recruited as the school’s second 
teacher in the largely French Canadian settle-
ment. She brought her piano with her. It 
would provide many hours of entertainment 
and singing for her family and community. 
   In 1917, she married Arthur Dinelle. The Di-
nelles were originally from Quebec, but had 
spent time in Holyoke, Massachusetts, where 
Arthur was born.  They emigrated to Saskatch-
ewan about 1910. Laura and Arthur settled on 
a farm on the NW ¼ of Section 22, Range 1. 
Laura’s brother Lionel and family would be-
come neighbours. 
   They raised a family of 9 children, 3 girls and 
6 boys. Son Daniel recalls they were all born 
and lived in what they called “the shack”, a 
cold, poorly-assembled, 28’ x 28’ home. It was 
replaced  in  1937  by  a  2-storey,  3  bedroom  

 

 
Délina Quévillon Joanis c1895 

         

 
Délina Quévillon and Joseph Gauthier 

c1905 

 



 

          Our Joanis Ancestors|  115 

  

 
Ottawa Journal July 1968 

 

 
Le Droit, Ottawa July 1967 

 
   Le Droit, Ottawa July 1968 
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home, formerly occupied by the CPR agent in 
Cheviot, which was purchased and moved to 
the homestead. The house was placed on huge 
flat stones until a cement foundation and base-
ment was poured in 1953. 
   In 1956, Arthur and Laura retired in Vonda. 
Laura was hospitalized only once in her life-
time, in 1960, when she fell on an icy sidewalk 
and developed a blood clot in her brain. She 
spoke immediately after surgery. 
   After Arthur’s death in 1975, she moved to 
Saskatoon where she first lived in an apart-
ment, then with her son, and finally in a sen-
iors’ residence. She died in 1987 at age 88.  
 
Thomas Lionel Joanis (1893-1984) 
 
Lionel was born in Casselman, Ontario on 
September 9, 1893. Shortly after, the family 
moved to Rockland. Lionel had 3 years of el-
ementary school and then, from the age of 10, 
worked as a labourer in the Edwards Mill to 

 
The Dinelle family 1944 

Back: Maurice, Philippe, Thérèse, Elzéar, Gabrielle, Daniel, Arthur 
Front: Laurent, Arthur, Alice, Laura  

 

 
Arthur Dinelle and Laura Joanis 1917 
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help the family situation. No doubt his grand-
father Jules’ management position helped 
him to get a job. From the age of 14 he worked 
several winters in the shanties, followed by 
summers at the mill. Later he worked on rail 
gangs in Western Canada. In 1917 he went to 
Halifax to aid in its reconstruction following 
the Mont-Blanc explosion. And in 1918, he left 
for the west and became a homesteader, set-
tling in St. Denis, Saskatchewan. He married 
and his family remained in the West. 
    In researching our Joanis 
relatives, several years ago, I 
met Lionel’s son, Gilles (Gil) 
Joanis via the internet. We 
conversed several times about 
his family. Gil offered to write 
up his family’s story and it is 
included in Appendix 3. It is a 
poignant recalling of the rig-
ours of life on the prairies, a 
very worthwhile read. 
 
Marie Alice Joanis (1895-1979) 
 
Alice married Patrick Sch- 
nupp, a dairy farmer on Range 

3, Lot 23 in Bourget, raised a family of four 
children, and lived in the area all her life. My 
mother remembered fondly her family’s 
many trips to the Schnupp farm to visit their 
cousins and pick fruit. Patrick’s five sisters 
were nuns, one of whom taught my mother in 
Grade 10.  
 
Marie-Anne Joanis (1900-1970) 
 
Marie-Anne remained single. In her later 
years, she was caregiver to her aging mother. 
 
Adélard Hervé Joanis (1898 -     ) 
 
Until recently, I had little information about 
Hervé. My mother related that he left home 
when he was young and was not heard from 
again. Then, our cousin, Gil Joanis, told me 
the real story about Hervé. 
   “A sad little story. This is what I have heard 
from siblings and cousins, the Dinelles. 
    Hervé worked for a bank at one time. He 
embezzled some money and faced charges 
and jail. Délina and my father were able to 
raise enough money to repay the bank, which 
agreed to drop the charges. 
   Nothing was heard of him for several years. 
Then one evening in the early thirties three 
men stopped at our farm seeking directions to 

 

 
       Imelda Pion and Lionel Joanis 1926 

 
At the Schnupp farm, Bourget c1940 

Back: George Turner, Bernadette Turner, Laura Dinelle, Délina Gauthier 
Jean-Louis Schnupp, Arthur Dinelle; Front: Winnifred Turner,  

Yvette Schnupp, Guy Schnupp, Marc Schnupp 
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Meachem, a town about 20 miles east of St. 
Denis. My father invited them in and recog-
nized Hervé. Hervé did not recognize my fa-
ther who had not shaved for several days and 
who was largely crippled with arthritis. But 
my father introduced himself loudly and 
clearly. 
   He and Hervé, who was travelling under an 
assumed name, managed to slip away for a 
few minutes to have a talk. He told my father 
that he had been in a poker game in a lumber 
camp in northern Ontario. One man lost eve-
rything and accused the others of cheating. He 
picked up a chair and was about to attack 
when one of the other players hit him with a 
club, killing him. 
   Facing a murder charge, the men scattered in 
all directions. It was still possible in those 
years to disappear in Western Canada. Mau-
rice Dinelle felt quite strongly that Hervé had 

settled somewhere within 50-75 miles of St. 
Denis. 
   In the 1970’s I asked my father where he was. 
I was met with two minutes of silence. I felt 
that he knew but did not want to lie to me so 
he said nothing. End of story.” 
 
Bernadette Domithilde Joanis (1886-1973) 
Joseph George Turner (1884-1977) 
 
A complete biographical sketch for our 
grandmother Bernadette Joanis can be found 
in Volume 1 of A Melding of Cultures. A sum-
mary follows. 
   Bernadette was the first born of Jules and 
Délina in Angers in 1884. By the time of her 
father’s death in 1900, she had learned to be a 
seamstress and dressmaker from her mother.  
She then went to work for Mr. Dent, a tailor 
in Rockland. Dent later sent her to work in his 
shop in Ottawa, where she learned to speak, 
read and write English. She became an expert 
tailor. She was also a major help to her mother 
in providing support for the family. 
  At age 19, she met George Turner in Rock-
land, perhaps at Sunday mass. He was then 
living in Coteau Station, Quebec. His father 
was a locomotive engineer for Canada Atlan-
tic Railway, which operated a short-line sys-
tem from Rockland, where it transported 
lumber from the Edwards Mills to Limoges, 
connecting there with CAR’s main line. 
George’s mother Emma operated a millinery 

 
               Bernadette Turner 1953 
 

 
Laura, Bernadette and Délina c1905 
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shop in Rockland. Frank and Emma later 
were gentleman farmers on Rue St. Jean south 
of Rockland. It is not inconceivable that the 
Turner and Joanis families were known to 
each other through Edwards and Rockland 
circles.   
   They were married on August 22, 1906 and 
their marriage record states he was in “rail-
road work’ and she was a “seamstress”. 
Shortly after, he was transferred to Ottawa, 
where they resided the rest of their lives.    
   As George’s railroading career advanced 
from fireman to engineer, and their family 
kept expanding, they moved from Ottawa 
East to Sandy Hill and finally, in 1921, to a big 
house on Oliver Street at Hurdman’s Bridge. 
Hurdman’s Bridge was then a small rural 
community on the east shore of the Rideau 
River at the bridge which crossed the river 
just north of the current Queensway Bridge.  
   George and Bernadette raised a family of 15 
children, seven boys and eight girls (one boy 
died in infancy). 
   They lived in Hurdman’s Bridge until 1950, 
when their lands were expropriated by the 
federal government. The property is now part 
of the park and parking lot fronting the 
RCMP headquarters building. 
   In 1950, they moved to Eastview where 
Grandpa planted, and spent hours in, a large 
flower garden. They lived there until the 
early ‘70s when they moved to the Rothwell 
Heights Retirement residence on Montreal 
Road.  
   George and Bernadette were married for 
more than 66 years. There were large family 
celebrations of their 50th and 60th anniver-
saries.  
    Bernadette died at Rothwell Heights in her 
88th year in 1973. My sister Carol remembers 
the simple red rose arrangement on her casket 
with Grandpa’s message, “To My Sweetheart 
of 67 Years”, a fitting expression of a lifetime 
of love, devotion and companionship.  
   George lived out his remaining years at 
Rothwell Heights. He was lonely, but cheered 

by regular visits by his children.  He lived an-
other four years before succumbing in 1977 at 
age 93. George and Bernadette are buried in 
Notre Dame Cemetery. 
  
Remembering Bernadette  
 
   Bernadette was a young beauty when she 
married. She was slim and almost as tall as 
George. In later years, after many children, she 
developed the broader stature of grandmoth-
ers of the day. She wore rimless glasses until 
her late years and her hair wound in a single 
braid, in old-fashioned bun style. I never saw 
her with long hair, but other cousins on occa-
sion were treated to a view of lustrous hair to  
her waist, sitting in her rocking chair in the 
kitchen every morning combing and braiding 
her very long hair, after which she would then 
wind the braid around her head.  
      George was devoted to Bernadette 
throughout their married life. The house re-
volved around her. She was his princess, his 
angel, his darling, and he showered her with 
gifts. He even made trips to Devine’s in By-
ward Market to buy her special food and deli-
cacies. And sweets. She loved her sweets. 
   There were probably many reasons for this 
royal treatment. She had given birth to 10 chil-
dren by the time she was 34 years old. The task 
of mother to such a large brood would have 
been exhausting for most women and it was 
likely too much for her. Perhaps that’s why, 
despite the nuns’ remonstrations, George took 
daughter Bern, and later Theresa, out of school 
to become full-time mother’s helpers with 
cleaning, cooking, sewing and sibling-rearing 
responsibilities.  It certainly eased Grandma’s 
burden. She was to give birth to five more chil-
dren.   
   When I was growing up, I always thought of 
Grandma as being quiet and distant because 
of some unease with English. Now, looking 
back and reflecting, and  on  querying  other 
cousins, deep-set anxiety was more likely the 
root cause. She liked quiet; she didn’t like 
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crowds; she probably felt hemmed in; perhaps 
she suffered from claustrophobia as well.  
   Numerous stories abound. Grandma would 
not go to wakes. And, she would up and leave. 
I remember her bolting from the 60th anniver-
sary celebrations before the family photo ses-
sion. Some of her children remember her as a 
frequent late riser or as a regular snoozer on 
the couch. In her defence, Mother suggests she 
always stayed up late awaiting George’s re-
turn from a train run, after which they would 
enjoy each other’s company and talk about 
their day. Bern’s role would have been para-
mount in helping her cope. 
   But, as with all grandmothers, I and others 
also remember her as kind and generous in 
her own way.  She loved and enjoyed her 
grandchildren despite being somewhat dis-
tant and reserved. As Matt Hart says, “She 
came from another time and place, and she 
may well have suffered from anxieties that to-
day, perhaps, we would understand better, or 
that she would understand herself.” 
   When the family was young, they visited 
regularly with the Gauthiers in Rockland. Dé-
lina did not speak English and George did not 
speak French. But she was fond of him and 
they communicated by signs. My mother re-
membered Délina and Joseph as being warm 
and friendly to the children. She also remem-
bered the choke cherry wine that Délina used 
to make. She would give the children each a 
small glass despite Bernadette’s protests. 
She’d say “It’s alright Bernadette; it’s from my 
cherry tree”. Bernadette stayed close to her 
Joanis family all her life, visiting her aging 
mother weekly, and her sisters regularly. 
 
 

 

 
Bernadette c1895 

 

 
Bernadette c1904 
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Back: Laura Joanis, Arthur Dinelle, Alice Joanis, George, Bernadette 

Délina Joanis Gauthier, Florence, Marie Anne Joanis, Harvey 
Front: Lucy, Bernadette, Frank & Frances, Jo, Terry Hart & Greg and Terry Jane Kenny 1942 

 

                  
      Five generations: Bernadette, Harvey Turner            George and Bernadette c1937 

                 Délina Joanis Gauthier, Alison & Robert Juneau 
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            Winnie Turner, Délina Joanis Gauthier, Tante Lin?, Bernadette, Eleanor Turner, Alison Turner 1936 

 

           
         George and Bernadette and children 60th anniversary August 22, 1966 

 



 

  Endnotes|261 

 
40   Lovell's Province of Quebec Directory, 

Montreal, 1871, page 157  
41   Indicateur Villes et Villages sur Le Che-

min  de Fer Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa & 
Occidental et ses Embranchements, 1880, 
pages 256-257 

42   1871 census, Quebec, Ottawa Centre, L’Ange 
Gardien, Schedule 1, page 20 Schedule 3,  

      page 3 and Schedule 4, page 2. 
43   BAnQ, sale agreement 3 May 1875, notary 

Xiste Tétreault, No. 893 
44   BAnQ, sale agreement 9 December 1878, 

Richard Cameron sold a property in Buck-
ingham Township to Jules Joanis; notary 
Xiste Tétreault, No. 1311 

45   Deed of Land and Mortgage both dated Sep-
tember 16, 1884, executed between Andrew 
Shirreff and Jules Joanis, Clarence Township, 
Russell County 

46  The history of Clarence Township is summa-
rized in Belden’s Historical Atlas of Prescott & 
Russell, Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry Counties, 
H. Belden & Co., Toronto, 1862, 1879, 1881. In 
a historical perspective, the Atlas contains the 
following comment about the early French 
Canadian settlers of Clarence Township: 
“…by 1872 the number [of ratepayers] had in-
creased to  more than 500, chiefly from French 
Canadian immigration. The French residents 
of this region, however, make but little pro-
gress and less history – the former fact chiefly 
resulting from the great natural obstacles op-
posed to them the latter being attributable to 
the recent period of their settlement. It will 
suffice to say, concerning them generally, that 
they are law-abiding and industrious after 
their own particular fashion; simple in their 
tastes and habits, and inoffensive, possessing 
exceptionally strong domestic qualities, and 
diligent in their cultivation of the soil and the 
propagation of the species.” 

     Undoubtedly, this was a typical English view    
of the day. 

     I wonder what    the writer would   say to- 
day, now that Clarence Township is 
largely French Canadian. 

47   Deed of Land dated September 11, 1891 
     executed between Prospère and 
     Philomène Laframboise and Jules Joanis 
     and a Mortgage from Jules and Domi- 
     thilde Joanis to Prospère Laframboise 
     dated September 12, 1891, Clarence 
     Township, Russell County; see 
     Appendix 3 
48   Reference material for the Edwards  
      company is from The Wood Industries 
      of Canada, The Timber Trades Journal, 
      20 February, 1897, pages 35-39 and  
      First Person: A Biography of Cairine  
      Wilson Canada’s First Woman Senator 
      Valerie Knowles, Dundern press,  
     Toronto, 1988, pages 51-56 
49   Canadian Lumberman and Woodworker,  

15 June1920, pages 57-59 
50   Clarence Creek Notre Histoire (a history 
         of Ste.  Félicité Parish, Clarence Creek, 
      1991, page 281 
51  Excerpt from Deed of Land dated March 

20, 1909, executed between Jules Joanis et 
al and Adélard Joanis, Clarence Township, 
Russell County. Similar deeds were exe-
cuted for the gifts to sons Damase and 
Amédée. 

52  1911 census, Ontario, Russell, Sub-dis-
trict 18, Clarence, Page 5 

53   Special Deed of Land dated July 12, 
1912 between Jules and Domithilde 
Joanis and Azarie Joanis, Clarence 
Township, Russell County; see  

     Appendix 3 
54   Ontario Deaths, Russell, Rockland, 

1928, page 25 
55   Clarence Creek Notre Histoire, page  
      281 
56   Jules Jr’s baptism record is in St.  
     Gregoire parish, Buckingham. This  
     record states that his family were  
 



 

262| A MELDING OF CULTURES 

 
     parishioners at L’Ange Gardien parish. 

His death record, noted in the Russell 
County books for Rockland, conflicts 
with this as it states his birth was in 
Buckingham. However, Jules, in his 

“memoire” to his children says he was 
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Jules Joanis’ Memoire to his Children c1898 

 
 
The following is a translation of the first three pages of Jules 
Joanis’ memoire to his children (above). 
“I am writing this memoire so that, in the event of our death, 
your mother or me, we leave this note book so that you will 
know our ages as well as your own My dear children, you have 
only to consult this note book as I, Jules Joanis and Délina 
Quévillon, contracted marriage at L’Ange Gardien where we 
were both born. We were married on Monday, November 17, 
1884 at the age of 22 and 17 respectively.” 

   “I purchased our property in the Township of Clarence, Rus-
sell County, on September 20, 1895 for $300.00 at $25.00 per 
year with 6% interest. On September 18, 1897, I made the third 
payment and also one payment in advance.” 
   On page 4, the reference to Marie Anne’s birth and Délina 
Joanisse’s death was added by Délina Quévillon Joanis. 
On page 6, Délina Quévillon Joanis added the reference to the 
deaths of her parents.  
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                                                   Jules Joanis Probate File and Will 1900 Page  1
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 Jules Joanis Probate File and Will 1900 Page 2 
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Jules Joanis Probate File and Will 1900 Page 3 
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Jules Joanis Probate File and Will 1900 Page 4 

 
 
 


