Pierre Jules Depocas dit Joanis (1843-1928)
Domithilde Maisonneuve (1843-1913)
Jules, the eldest child of Louis and MarieAnne, was born on April 4, 1843. His death
certificate states he was born in Côte St. Pierre;
however, his baptismal record from Ste.
Madeleine Parish, Rigaud, says his parents
were living in St. Andrews East at the time.
Perhaps Marie-Anne returned to her parents’
home for the birth.
Baptized as Pierre Jules, he was known as
Jules throughout his life, but used Pierre
occasionally in official documents like his
marriage record.
We have no information about Jules’
formative years. He moved as an infant with
his family to Bytown c1845 and then to Angers
about 1848. He would have attended at least
elementary school as evidenced by his
penmanship and later by his rise to become
foreman of a large sawmill. Jules is listed in the
1861 census, and likely was helping his father
with the family’s small farm and working as
an apprentice carpenter. He may also have
worked in timber shanties in winter.
In September 1861, Jules married Domithilde Maisonneuve, daughter of Félix and
Julie Labrosse of Angers, in the L’Ange
Gardien mission chapel. Both were minors
and their fathers had to agree to the marriage.
Dom- ithilde’s Maisonneuve and Labrosse
ancestors were from the Ste. Scholastique area
of Deux Montagnes and had been part of the
French Canadian migration to Buckingham
and Lochaber Townships in the 1840s-1850s.
Post marriage, Jules and Domithilde may
have lived for a time in Buckingham, where he
would have worked in one of the two
sawmills
in
the
village
–
the
Bowman/Maclaren mills on the west bank of
the Lièvre River or Thomson and Company on
the east bank.
By 1871, the family was living on 4 acres on
Range 1, Lot 23 in Angers. The property
fronted the 1st concession road in Angers

(now Route 148), with depth south to the
Ottawa River. This may have been received as
a gift, or purchased, from his father-in-law,
who originally had owned 200 acres on the
same lot. Félix’s property runs through
today’s village of Angers from the Ottawa
River to north of Autoroute 50.
Jules and Domithilde were living with their
five children and he was listed both as a
farmer and carpenter, but he may have earned
his living in a sawmill.
On the property were one house, a
workshop of some type and two barns or
stables. He owned two carriages or sleighs,
three
wagons
or
sleds
and
two
ploughs/cultivators. He had no crops
planted, but he did produce 106 lbs of maple
sugar.1
A Career Begins in Earnest
About 1875, Jules moved his family to
Hawkesbury, about 60km to the east on the
Ottawa River, where he worked as a
“mechanic” at the Hamilton sawmills. In this
job he would have been maintaining the
sawmill equipment. The Hamilton mills had
been operating since the 1820s and were the
largest sawmill operators on the Ottawa River
until about 1870 when they were surpassed by
mills at Chaudière Falls. Hamilton produced
millions of board feet of pine deals and sawn
lumber products. It was a good firm for Jules
to advance in his trade.
Three more children were born to the family
in Hawkesbury.
In May 1875, while living in West
Hawkesbury and working as a carpenter and
millwright, Jules purchased a 124’ x 261’
property in Angers from Richard Cameron. It
abutted his 4 acres. The price was 200 piastres,
payable 40 piastres annually.2 In December
1878, he made another purchase from
Cameron. This time it was for 4 acres in Lot 22,
fronting on the 1st concession road and
extending south to the Ottawa River. His

neighbours were his brother-in-law Félix
Maisonneuve Jr. and Archibald Cameron. The
price was 1,700 piastres, payable over 10
years3.
The family returned to Angers in 1880. In the
1881 census, Jules’s occupation is listed as a
farmer. We think he was a part-time farmer, at
best.
In 1884, Jules purchased, for $900, 100 acres
of well-timbered farmland on the east half of
Lot 3, Concession 9 in Clarence Township,
about 2 miles south of Rockland. This was
only about 10 km to the east of Angers on the
Ontario side of the Ottawa. He paid $200 cash
and the vendor took back a mortgage for the
balance, with annual payments of $87.50 plus
interest at 8%.4
The purchase agreement says that Jules was
a resident of Clarence Township at the time. If
he was actually living there, he most likely
continued his work in the sawmill business in
Rockland at the W.C. Edwards mills on the
Ottawa River. There is no other record of their
residency in Rockland during this
period.
Early in 1885, the family was on
the move again, this time to
Carleton Place, about 40km
southwest of Ottawa, where, for a
year or two, Jules was a
millwright at one of the sawmills.
This sounds like an odd move,
considering the English-speaking
environment. Whether it was for
advancement or otherwise is
unknown. That period featured
an economic downturn affecting
the lumber market. It may be that
the Hamilton Brothers operation
reduced employment. However,
at Carleton Place, rail lines from
Pembroke
and
Ottawa
intersected,
with
onward
shipment to Brockville, and from
there to Montreal, Toronto and
the U.S. The sawmill business in

Carleton Place was thriving. So, it may have
been that Jules was recruited. Also, his
position for the first time was millwright, one
of the important roles in sawmill operation. As
such, he would have been the principal
manager in charge of the shift operation of the
mill and its equipment. Jules had reached the
top of his trade.
While in Carleton Place, daughter Domithilde was born in 1885. Then it was back to
Hawkesbury for two years. Perhaps Jules and
family had not fit in with the English speaking
community of Carleton Place. In 1888, their
last child Marie-Élodie, was born in
Hawkesbury. On her Ontario birth record,
Jules is listed as an engineer. This meant he
was likely a mechanic or millwright at
Hamilton Brothers.
In 1888 or 1889, they moved to Casselman
Village in Russell County, about 30km south
of Rockland, where Jules was employed as an
engineer by Casselman Lumber Company.
The move also coincided with the opening of
Ste. Euphémie parish which mill owner Mar-
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tin Casselman had encouraged with free land.
A Catholic church would have been a further
attraction for French Canadian sawmill
workers.
In October 1889, Élodie died of infantile
cholera. In her death record, Jules is noted as a
mechanic. The 1891 census shows the family
living in the village and Jules’s occupation is
once again listed as millwright. In Casselman,
it was a Joanis family affair. Jules Jr., Félix and
Joseph were mechanics at the mill. Amélitime
was a teacher and Adélard and Azarie,
carpenters. The married children all lived with
their families in the village.
While living in the Casselman community,
Jules continued to have his sights set on
Rockland and Clarence Township. He already
had his farm land there, purchased seven
years previously. Also, some of his relatives
were living in the area, and he could combine

farming with steady employment at the
Edwards sawmills .5
In July 1891, disaster struck Casselman. Fire
destroyed part of the village, the Casselman
Lumber Company and all its log and lumber
inventory. With the village’s main employer
out of business, this probably became the
catalyst for Jules’ return to Rockland. In
September that year, he purchased the 100
acres on the west half of Lot 3, Concession 9 in
Clarence Township. He paid $1,500 for the
property, $1,200 in cash and the balance with
a vendor mortgage at 5%. Domithilde
executed the mortgage with an “X”.6 See
Appendix 3.
Jules moved to Rockland soon after and
rejoined the Edwards sawmills. His married
children, except for Félix, also moved to
Rockland by 1894. Félix emigrated to Duluth,
Minnesota about 1895.

Rockland area showing Jules Joanis’ lands

W. C. Edwards Company7
Rockland owed its existence to William
Cameron Edwards and his company. A native of Clarence Township, Edwards returned
as a young man to McCaul Point on the
Ottawa River in 1868 with “2 pick axes and 3
spades”. The following year, he opened a
small sawmill. He named the village for the
rocky land. His business of manufacturing
deals for the English market increased
steadily. By 1888, with a new rail service by
Central Counties Railway, he had diversified
into products for the U.S. market.
By 1900, the Edwards operation in Rockland
was extensive. It occupied a mile of frontage
on the River with docks throughout and
100,000 saw-logs in booms. Its two mills and
yards took up ¼ square mile. Extensive rail
tracks served the property. The large mill, one
of the largest in the area, produced deals and
planks for the English market. A smaller mill
produced boards, lath and shingles for the
U.S. market.
In 1900, the Company employed about 2,000
workers, mainly French Canadians, and was
the only large employer in Russell County.
Rockland was a typical company town with
the Company intertwined in the lives of its
citizens. The competitive nature of the
sawmilling industry on the Ottawa River
created much competition for workers.
Successful recruiting required the operator to
be a “good” employer with a suite of
amenities for workers.
Mr. Edwards was a hands-on entrepreneur
who worked closely and strived to maintain
cordial relations with his employees. Edwards
designed safe mill layouts and operating
practices for the protection of his workers. The
work day declined from 12 to 10 hours over 30
years. The Company subdivided and sold off
extraneous lands in lots to workers so they
could build houses. It sold lumber at minimal
cost to workers to encourage them to build
houses. It also built houses that were rented
to workers at $3-$4 per month. It operated a

company store in town and provided workers
with paper money for its patronage. It
organized company-sponsored family outings
and encouraged sports programs and
community activities. The Company also set
aside and laid out land in garden plots so that
each employee could have his own little
garden.
Edwards also expanded to Ottawa with the
purchase of several properties on both sides of
Rideau Falls. A planing mill, sash and door
factory, a box factory, and a mill for shaping
hardwood lumber, were constructed. After a
major fire in 1907, a large, modern sawmill
was constructed. The Edwards organization
was one of the largest woods products
concerns in the Ottawa area. In 1919, it
produced 60 million board feet of lumber, 11
million pieces of lath and 9 million shingles.
The following year, the Company was sold,
along with three others, to the Riordan Pulp &
Paper Company of Montreal in a $60 million
transaction.8 When Riordan went bankrupt in
1925, it was acquired by Canadian
International Paper, as part of a consolidation
of the Gatineau and Ottawa river sawmilling
industry. The new company was the
foundation for the Gatineau Mills pulp and
paper complex. The Edwards mills in
Rockland were closed in 1926.
William Edwards was the most influential
person in Rockland’s history. Not only did he
develop a large commercial enterprise, he was
a Justice of the Peace, Reeve and in 1908
mayor, of Rockland. He was also 5-term
Member of Parliament for Russell until 1903
when he was appointed to the Senate. He was
influential in government circles for forestry
and sawmilling industry issues. Edwards was
also president of Canada Cement Company, a
noted livestock breeder, and served as
president of the Russell Agricultural Society.
In 1909, Edwards mov-ed to Ottawa and
resided at his home at 24 Sussex Drive, which
later became the home Canada’s Prime
Ministers. He died in 1921.
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Edwards was held in high esteem by his
workers in Rockland. For his funeral in
Ottawa, a steamer was chartered to bring 800
mill workers from Rockland to attend.
The Joanis family, with experience in a
number of sawmills, would have been
attractive
workers
for
the
Edwards
operations. The Company was employer to
many Joanis family members for 30 years.
They worked at the mills for most of the year,
and when the River was frozen in winter and
logs unobtainable, they worked in Edwards’
timber limits cutting sawlogs for the next year.
Early Days in Clarence Creek
According to the history of Sainte-Félicité
parish in Clarence Creek9, Jules purchased 300
acres of farm lands in Clarence Township. The
additional 100 acres was probably on Lot 4,
Concession 9.
Initially, the family likely lived in Rockland.
On his 200-acre property, Jules constructed a
small sawmill. He and his sons set about
felling timber. Over the years, the timber was
sawn and used to build four houses on the
property. In addition, wood was sawn for
neighbours, thereby providing additional
income. The mill’s noon whistle became a
memorable bit of nostalgia for longtime
residents of the area. At a later date, Jules built
a provender (feed) mill to provide feed for his
and neighbours’ livestock.
Once their first house was completed, Jules
moved from Rockland. His land was only
about 2 miles south of town, enabling Jules to
commute to the sawmill daily by horse and
carriage.
The family was devastated in September
1900 by the death from pneumonia of eldest
son Jules, a mechanic and wheelwright at the
mills. He left his wife and seven children
under the age of 15.
In the 1901 census, Jules is listed as a farmer.
He had also worked 9 months in the mill and
had earned $800. The missing three months

would be the annual winter shut down period
due to lack of logs for processing. All of Jules’
children, except Félix and Abondius, were
living with him and Domithilde on the
homestead. Jules and all his children were
literate and bilingual. Azarie was working as
a labourer at the sawmills. Adélard, Amédée,
Damase, Évariste, Auxile and Domithilde
were “farm servants”. Amédée and Damase
had worked part-time the previous year,
likely at the mills.
As well, daughter Stéphanie was now a
widow and she and her three small children
were living with her parents. And Jules’ 85year-old mother, Marie-Anne, was also a
member of the household. She died in April
that year.
According to the parish history, Jules was an
active parishioner. In 1902-1905, he served as
one of four elected lay administrators on the
parish council. In 1906, at its request, the entire
council was replaced by younger parishioners.
The parish history also states that Jules was a
councillor of the United Counties of Prescott
and Russell and a member of the school board.
In 1906, 24-year-old son Évariste died of
epilepsy, an affliction he had suffered from
birth.
The Second Decade in Clarence
The first evidence of Jules’s estate planning
came in March 1909 when he was age 66. In
consideration of “the love and affection” held
for sons Adélard and Damase, Jules and
Domithilde gave each 50 acres of their
farmland (the northern half of his property on
Lot 3).10 There were no payments to be made
for five years, but thereafter, $15 annually
until both parents were deceased. Also,
neither could sell nor mortgage their
properties without their parents’ consent. In
June 1911, Jules continued his plan to look
after his sons with a gift of 50 acres to
Amédée, on the same terms as above. An
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additional covenant was the exclusion of a
long right of way, presumably for access to
Jules’ home, a new dwelling built for
Domithilde and himself on the south part of
his property.
In the 1911 census, Jules and son Amédée are
shown as heads of families operating farms on
Jules’ property.11 Presumably, Amédée had
established his farm before land gift. Jules also
worked for 10 months as a millwright in
Rockland. His children Azarie, Auxile and
Domithilde lived with their parents and
Azarie farmed the property. Sons Abondius, a
millwright, and Damase, a filer, and their
families, were each living on Mill St. in
Rockland. Jules Jr.’s widow, Délina, had
remarried to Joseph Gauthier, and was living
on Albert Street in Rockland.
The family celebrated Jules and Domithilde’s Golden Anniversary on September 14,
1911 at the family homestead. The two

Possibly Jules Joanis’ sawmill Clarence Creek

commemorative photos of the milestone
include the only pictures of the two celebrants
that we have. In Appendix 3, 23 of the 84
people in the family photo have been
identified.
In July 1912, Jules and Domithilde gifted the
remaining 50 acres of his first property to son
Azarie. In planning this gift, Jules and
Domithilde must have done a lot of thinking
about their needs later in life, because there
was a laundry list of conditions to be satisfied
by Azarie. He agreed (i) to pay $100 annually
to each of Jules and Domithilde while they
were alive; (ii) to keep the lands and buildings
insured and in good repair; (iii) not to sell or
mortgage the property; (iv) that Jules would
control and manage until his death, the “new
dwelling house”, and the sawmill and
provender mill on four acres of the property;
(v) that the garden and fruit tree orchard were
to be for Jules and Domithilde during their
lifetimes; (vi) that Jules and Domithilde would
continue to live in the “new dwelling
house” and that Jules would manage
the gifted lands during his lifetime as
if the gift had not been made; (vii) if
Azarie
predeceased
Jules
and
Domithilde, the lands would revert to
them; (viii) to provide and pay for all
medical services for his parents; (ix) to
supply their full requirement of stove
wood, ready-cut and delivered to
their door for life; and (x) to supply a
horse and vehicle and a milk cow and
pay for all related expenses.
One could feel sorry for Azarie and
this long list of commitments, but in
his parents’ eyes, he was being given
an established farm, mills and
buildings and he was, after all, single
and fully employed as a filer at the
Edwards mills. And, after their
deaths, he would have ownership and
control of the property, farm and two
mills.12
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Front row: Joséphine Amyot, Amélitime Joanis, Domithilde Maisonneuve, Jules Joanis, Flora Viau, Élodie Amyot;
2nd row: Joseph Joanis, Joseph Wolfe, Domithilde Joanis, Azarie Joanis, Auxile Joanis, Amédée Joanis, Philias Joanis;
3rd row: Adélard Joanis, Évelina Wolfe, Albina Courtemanche, Damase Joanis, Stéphanie Joanis, Adrien Savage

Final Years
In June 1913, Domithilde died in her 70th year.
She had been treated for the prior month for
chronic myocarditis, an inflammation of the
heart muscle which often leads to congestive
heart failure. She was buried at Clarence
Creek.
Sometime later, Jules moved to Rockland.
He was still a part-time millworker and the
move was probably made to enable an easier
daily commute to his shift. His daughters
Auxile and Domithilde would have moved
with him.
In 1921, Jules, age 78, was living at 29 Woods
Avenue in Rockland, near the mills. The
property backed onto the Ottawa River.
Unmarried children Azarie, Auxile and
Domithilde were living with him. Jules is
listed as a millwright and had earned $860 in
the previous 12 months.
Jules was well known and widely respected
in the community. He was involved in local
politics, always a staunch Liberal Party
supporter. He was a Justice of the Peace, and a
confidante of the people – a wise man who had
the confidence and trust of the people. He
dispensed advice and provided assistance to
all. See Appendix 3 for Madeleine Kelleher’s
recollections of Jules.
In July 1925, Jules had a will prepared. The
executor was Azarie and bequests were made
to Jules’ single children, Azarie, Auxile and
Domithilde. His furniture and clothes were to
be divided among the three. Each of Auxile
and Domithilde were to receive $130 annually
for 15 years following his death for as long as
they remained single. In the event of their
death within 15 years, Jules wanted a “first
class service over their remains and an
anniversary service”. Azarie was to have a
first class service “chanted” over Jules’
remains, and another one year later. Also,
within two years following his death, 12 high

masses for the repose of the souls of each of
Jules and Domithilde were to be arranged. The
residue of the estate was to be left to Azarie,
provided that he took “general good care” of
Auxile and Domithilde and paid for their
funeral services and masses should they die
unmarried. The last statement in the will was
“As a Roman Catholic I commend my soul to
God”.
Jules died in Rockland on January 2, 1928.
He had suffered a stroke two weeks earlier.
His death certificate indicates the primary
cause of death as hemiplegia, paralysis of one
side of the body, with a secondary cause of
“general senility and heart failure”. His
funeral was in Rockland and he was buried at
Clarence Creek.13
The next week, Azarie commenced
settlement of the estate in Ontario Surrogate
Court. Jules’ assets were listed as $150 in
clothing and jewelry, $1,000 in household
goods and furniture and $5,639 in moneys
secured by mortgage, for a total of $6,789. Of
the mortgage funds, $1,330 was owed by sonin-law Joseph Wolfe and $4,309 by Amédée.
The distribution of the assets of $2,133 to each
of Auxile and Domithilde and $2,523 to
Azarie, was completed by the end of January.
Certain of the probate documents are included
in Appendix 3.
Children of Jules and Domithilde
Jules and Domithilde had 13 children, one of
whom died in infancy. An interesting fact of
the Joanis family: there was a high incidence
of twins. Adélard married Évelina Wolfe who
gave birth to twin boys in 1905. Abondius and
Joséphine Amyot had twins, also in 1905.
Amédée married Flora Viau, a twin; she gave
birth to twin boys in 1907. Damase and Albina
Courtemanche had twin girls in 1909.

Jules
See the next section.
Philias
Félix followed his father and brother Jules into
sawmilling, perhaps as a teenager when the
family was living in Hawkesbury. In the 1881
census, there is no occupation shown for him,
but he would have been working on Jules’
farm and or in a local mill, and during winter,
in the shanties.
He likely moved to Carleton Place and
Hawkesbury in the mid ‘80s, before relocating
to Casselman in 1888. The following year he
married Élodie Amyot. They would have 11
children. At the time, he was a mechanic in
Casselman.
It is not known if Félix moved to Rockland
with the Joanis family. We know he
immigrated to Minnesota sometime in 1890s,
as at least one child was born in Duluth
(Alfred in 1896). But within five years, the
family had returned and was living in the
Gatineau area. They moved several times over
the next 10 years, as Félix searched for
employment opportunities in sawmilling.
First, to Hawkesbury, then Grenville, and
from there, to Papineauville. Then a return to
Hawkesbury. In 1921, the family was living at
151 Main Street East in Hawkesbury where
Félix was a machinist and son Albert a
millwright, with Hamilton Brothers.
It is not known if Félix and Élodie stayed in
the Hawkesbury area for their remaining
years, nor where they died. Family records
indicate Félix died in 1951.
Joseph Abondius
Abondius, also known a s Joseph, became
involved in sawmilling early. By the late
1880s, he was in Casselman working as a
mechanic. It was there in 1890 that he married

Joséphine Amyot, the 14-year old sister of
Élodie. Together, they raised 17 children. This
was the largest family of any of our direct
Joanis ancestors.
They moved to Rockland about 1892. He
may have been a farmer for some time in
Clarence Township, as was noted in his
daughter
Blanche’s baptism record. By 1901, he was
living in Rockland Village, working at
Edwards as a millwright. In 1911, the family
was living on Mill Street. In 1921, they were
on Woods Street and Joseph was still working
as a millwright. At some point in the 1920s,
perhaps when the Edwards operation closed
down, the family moved to Hull. Joseph died
there in 1944.
Stéphanie
In 1895, eldest daughter Stephanie married
Jean-Baptiste Séguin, a farmer. They had three
children together. He died before 1901. In the
census that year, Stephanie and her children
were living with her parents in Clarence
Township. In 1908, she married Adrien
Savage, a widower farmer with six children. In
1911, their household included four boys from
his previous marriage, her three daughters,
plus his elderly parents. Their farm was on
Range 3, Lot 9 near St. Paschal. By 1917, they
had moved and were farming on Range 8, Lot
3 on Lacasse Road. They lived in Clarence the
rest of their lives.
Amélitime
Amélitime was trained as a teacher and taught
while her family lived in Casselman. She may
have continued when they moved to
Rockland. In 1903, she married Joseph Wolfe;
they had nine children. In 1917, the Wolfes
were farming on Lot 7, Concession 9. It is

although family records
indicate a date of October
26, 1956.
Azarie
Azarie began his career in
sawmilling as a carpenter in Casselman. He
continued in the business at
Edwards Mills in Rockland
where he was a filer and
general
labourer,
and
worked likely until the
mills closed in 1926. It
appears he also farmed his
father’s lands.
Auxile Joanis c1895
Azarie Joanis c1915
In 1912, Azarie received
believed a Wolfe descendant is still on the
as a gift, 50 acres from his father (north ½ of
property.
south ½ of Range 8 Lot 3), including the main
house, farm buildings and the two mills. As
the only single male in his family, the gift came
with the long list of conditions and
Adélard
commitments listed on page 104. Four years
Adélard was initially a carpenter, probably
later, Azarie bought the abutting 50 acres to
starting
with
Hamilton
Brothers
in
the south from Amédée for $2,500. In 1918,
Hawkesbury in the late 1880s. This was also
Azarie sold his 100 acres to Amédée for
his occupation in Casselman. In Rockland, he
$12,000.
may have worked at Edwards Mills. In the
Azarie lived with Jules, Auxile and
1901 census, he is listed as a farm servant on
Domithilde in Rockland, where he worked as
his father’s farm. In 1904, Adélard married
a carpenter. After their father died in 1928, the
Évelina Wolfe, the sister of his brother-in-law
siblings continued to live in Rockland. Azarie
Joseph Wolfe. Two of their first four children
died in 1945 and is buried in the Ste. Félicité
died in infancy. In 1909 Jules gave Adélard 50
cemetery.
acres of his farm (south ½ of north ½ of Range
8 Lot 3). He had likely been farming the
Auxile and Domithilde
property for some years.
Auxile and Domithilde, 10 years her junior,
About 1911, Adélard and his family moved
remained single. No occupation has ever been
to Ottawa and then about 1918 they moved
listed for them in any census, so it is assumed
west to Gravelbourg, Saskatchewan, a few
they lived with their parents in Clarence Creek
miles southwest of Moose Jaw. The 1921
and Rockland and acted as housekeepers.
Census lists the family and describes Adélard
as a carpenter, who had earned $1,200 the
After their mother died and the family
previous year. Évelina died in Moose Jaw in
moved to Rockland, they looked after their
1924 as a result of sclerosis of the spinal cord.
aging father and brother Azarie. They were
We found no record of Adélard’s death
certainly self-sufficient, as evidenced by their

ability to loan Amédée $2,500 in 1937, secured
by one of his farm holdings.
During World War II, they were volunteers
with the Red Cross gathering clothes and food

bark or hog fuel to operate the mill steam
engines, and using his carpentry skills in
cabinet making. When wood supply became
scarce, and the Edwards Mills closed,
Amédée’s sons used their
skills learned in sawmilling
to find work elsewhere.1

In 1916, Amédée sold to
Azarie for $2,500 in cash the
50 acres on Lot 3, Range 9 he
had been gifted by his father.
For Amédée, this was part of
a
larger
transaction.
Concurrently, he purchased,
for $5,000, two land parcels
totaling 75 acres on Lot 8,
Range 10, five lots to the
south on Joanisse Road. He
Flora Viau and Amedée Joanis wedding photo January 1906
paid $2,000 cash and financed
the balance for 5 years at 5%.
At this price, it must have
been a choice property.
Two years later, Amédée
entered
into
three
transactions:
(i)
he
repurchased the 50 acres
from Azarie for $5,000 cash;
(ii) he purchased from his
father, for $3,000 cash, 100
acres comprising the east half
of Lot 4, Range 9; and (iii)
Amédée bought Azarie’s
original 50 acres for $7,000
cash.
Amédée and Flora Joanisse and family on the occasion of
With these transactions,
The 25th wedding anniversary of son Raoul and Sara, April 1954
Amédée owned and operated
for distribution to the troops overseas. They
at least 275 acres. He also had title to the
both died in 1967 and are buried at St. Félicité.
sawmill and feed mill and likely other farming
properties in the area. Amédée would have
Amédée
been the largest land owner in the family.
Amédée was the 9th child of Jules and
Further research at the Russel county land
Domithilde, born in Hawkesbury in 1877. He
records office would establish his complete
married Flora Viau in 1906. They had a family
land holdings.
of 9 children.
Flora died in 1943 and Amédée in 1961. Both
Amédée benefited from working with his
are buried in Clarence Creek.
father learning to sharpen saws, use wood and

Damase
Damase was born in 1879. He grew up in
Angers, Hawkesbury, Carleton Place and
Casselman. As to his early career, it is not

Sometime after that, he and Albina moved
to Eastview, then a suburb of Ottawa, where
he lived in retirement until his death in 1959.
His wife Albina moved back to Clarence
Creek, to live with her son
Lucien. She died there in 1967.
Évariste
Évariste was unable to hear
or speak from birth and suffered
from epilepsy. He worked on his
father’s farm until his death
from an epileptic seizure in 1906
at the age of 24.

Damase and Albina Joanisse and family c1950

known if he worked in the Casselman mill in
his mid-teens. The Clarence Creek history
states that Damase was first a carpenter, then
a farmer. This suggests that he would have
learned his trade from his father and older
brothers, and that he must have worked at the
Edwards mill at least for a time. However, by
1901, he is listed in the census as a farm
servant who, in 1900, had worked part-time,
probably in the mill.
In 1906, he married Albina Courtemanche.
They had 7 children, including twin girls
Béatrice and Reine. He had by then, or shortly
after, constructed a home on 50 acres of Jules’
property. Jules gifted him this property in
1909 (north ½ of north ½ of Lot 3, Range 9). In
1915, he bought from Adélard, the adjacent 50
acres to the south. He paid $1,000, $200 in cash
plus a 10-year mortgage from Adélard.
Damase farmed the property until June 1943
when he gifted it to his son Lucien.

Damase Joanis/Albina Courtemanche
Adrien Savage/Stéphanie Joanis

Joseph Wolfe/Amélitime Joanis

Jules Joanis/Domitilde Maisonneuve
Marie Anne Marengère/Évariste Joanis/Azarie Joanis

Le Droit 1967
Le Droit April 1959

Amedée Joanis and Flora Viau
and descendants Clarence Creek

Flora Viau memorial card

Pierre Jules Joanis Land Purchase 1891 Page 1

Pierre Jules Joanis Land Purchase 1891 Page 2

Pierre Jules Joanis Land Purchase 1891 Page 3

Pierre Jules and Domithilde Joanis 50th Wedding Anniversary 1911

4. Abondius Joanis
6. Joseph Gauthier
7. Amédée Joanis
11. Albina
Courtemanche
12. Évelina Wolfe
23. Félix Joanis
26. Élodie Amyot
29. Azarie Joanis
30. Marie Délina (Lina)
Joanis

43. Domithilde Joanis
48. Hervé Joanis
49. Lionel Joanis
53. Délina Quévillon Joanis
Gauthier
54. Flora Viau
57. Amélitime Joanis
59. Harvey Turner
63. Jules Joanis
64. Domithilde Maisonneuve

Pierre Jules Joanis Will 1925 page 1

Pierre Jules Joanis Will 1925 Page 2

Pierre Jules Joanis Death Record 1928

Pierre Jules Joanis Probate File 1928 Page 1

Pierre Jules Joanis Probate File 1928 page 2

Pierre Jules Joanis Probate File 1928 page 3

Plan of Buckingham Township 1878
showing range number (bottom to top) and lot numbers (right to left)
Joanis families lived in Range 1 Lots 13, 16, 17, 21 and 23; Range 2 Lot 23; and Range 3 Lot 25

W. C. Edwards Mills Operations

W. C. Edwards Mill Operations

Excerpt from Vernon’s Farmers’ and Business Directory 1916-17

Excerpt from Vernon’s Farmers’ and Business Directory 1916-17

1

2

3

4

5

1871 census, Quebec, Ottawa Centre, L’Ange
Gardien, Schedule 1, page 20 Schedule 3,
page 3 and Schedule 4, page 2.
BAnQ, sale agreement 3 May 1875, notary
Xiste Tétreault, No. 893
BAnQ, sale agreement 9 December 1878,
Richard Cameron sold a property in
Buckingham Township to Jules Joanis;
notary Xiste Tétreault, No. 1311
Deed of Land and Mortgage both dated
September 16, 1884, executed between
Andrew Shirreff and Jules Joanis, Clarence
Township, Russell County
The history of Clarence Township is
summarized in Belden’s Historical Atlas of
Prescott & Russell, Stormont, Dundas &
Glengarry Counties, H. Belden & Co., Toronto,
1862, 1879, 1881. In a historical perspective,
the Atlas contains the following comment
about the early French Canadian settlers of
Clarence Township: “…by 1872 the number
[of ratepayers] had increased to more than
500, chiefly from French Canadian immigration. The French residents of this region,
however, make but little progress and less
history – the former fact chiefly resulting from
the great natural obstacles opposed to them
the latter being attributable to the recent
period of their settlement. It will suffice to say,
concerning them generally, that they are lawabiding and industrious after their own
particular fashion; simple in their tastes and
habits, and inoffensive, possessing exceptionally strong domestic qualities, and diligent in
their cultivation of the soil and the propagation of the species.” Undoubtedly, this was
a typical English view of the day. I wonder
what the writer would say to- day, now that
Clarence Township is largely French
Canadian.

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Deed of Land dated September 11, 1891
executed between Prospère and
Philomène Laframboise and Jules Joanis
and a Mortgage from Jules and Domithilde Joanis to Prospère Laframboise
dated September 12, 1891, Clarence
Township, Russell County; see
Appendix 3
Reference material for the Edwards
company is from The Wood Industries
of Canada, The Timber Trades Journal,
20 February, 1897, pages 35-39 and
First Person: A Biography of Cairine
Wilson Canada’s First Woman Senator
Valerie Knowles, Dundern press,
Toronto, 1988, pages 51-56
Canadian Lumberman and Woodworker,
15 June1920, pages 57-59
Clarence Creek Notre Histoire (a history
of Ste. Félicité Parish, Clarence Creek,
1991, page 281
Excerpt from Deed of Land dated March
20, 1909, executed between Jules Joanis et
al and Adélard Joanis, Clarence Township,
Russell County. Similar deeds were
executed for the gifts to sons Damase and
Amédée.
1911 census, Ontario, Russell, Subdistrict 18, Clarence, Page 5
Special Deed of Land dated July 12,
1912 between Jules and Domithilde
Joanis and Azarie Joanis, Clarence
Township, Russell County; see
Appendix 3
Ontario Deaths, Russell, Rockland,
1928, page 25
Clarence Creek Notre Histoire, page
281

