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Abraham Audet dit Lapointe (1799-1890)  
Anastasie Harvey (1805-1886)18 
  
We now come to our 3rd great grandfather, 
Abraham Audet dit Lapointe, born in 1799 in 
La Malbaie, the fifth of Pierre and Marie-Es-
ther’s children. Abraham was our longest liv-
ing male Audet Lapointe ancestor. We have 
surfaced enough biographical information to 
establish that he was an accomplished individ-
ual, a successful tradesman, a leader in his 
community, and a man of some wealth. In 
many legal documents, he is listed as “Sieur”, 
a title of respect then used in French Canada. 
Master blacksmith, landowner, farmer, 
trusted advisor, generous father, Abraham 
was well respected by his fellow citizens.  
   Abraham’s father died when he was 17 years 
old.  On July 21, 1823, Abraham and 18-year-
old Anastasie Harvey of La Malbaie, entered 
into a marriage contract. The contract de-
scribes  Abraham as  a  master  blacksmith,  a  

 
 
 
lofty position reached at his then relatively 
young age of 24. The contract is somewhat 
confusing, but Abraham brought 1,200 livres 
to the marriage and Anastasie 600 livres in fur-
niture and effects.  The contract was witnessed 
by the parents and several relatives. Only 
Abraham could write his signature. The rest 
affixed their mark. The couple married the 
next day. See Appendix 2 for a copy of the 
marriage contract. 19 
   Anastasie had two nicknames: Stasie and 
Stazile. She was a descendant of Sebastien 
Hervé who immigrated to Quebec from Orlé-
ans about 1665. Her recent ancestors had lived 
in Charlevoix and Île-aux-Coudres. By the 
time of her marriage, Stasie’s father had died, 
and her mother, Marie Madeleine Côté, had 
remarried to Alexandre Boivin, a farmer. 
   The 1825 census for la Malbaie names only 
family  heads. Abraham Audet is listed with a  

Descendants of Abraham Audet dit Lapointe and Anastasie Harvey 
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household of 4 persons: he and Stasie, infant 
son Alexandre and another unmarried male 
age 18-25, possibly one of his brothers or a 
farm employee. Occupations are not listed in 
this census, but we assume he was earning a 
living from his blacksmithing trade.20 The spe-
cific location of their residence at the time is 
unknown, but it is assumed they were living 
in the Ruisseau des Frênes (Ash Creek) con-
cession in Murray Bay Seigniory. 
   Through the Quebec Archives, we have ob-
tained copies of many notarial records involv-
ing Abraham over the years. These include 
several land transactions.  
   In October 1826, he added to his land hold-
ings, purchasing a lot from Dame Magdeleine 
Tremblay, consisting of 2 arpents, 2 1/2 
perches frontage by 40 arpents deep, in 
Ruisseau des Frênes. The property bordered 
the “Boudreault line” at the front, and the Petit 
Lac concession to the rear, with neighbours 
Michel Harvey, his brother-in-law, on the 
northeast and Alexis Tremblay on the south-
west. The price of 25 livres included land and 
buildings.21  

   This property was located about 10 km 
northwest of La Malbaie near today’s Saint-
Aimé-des-Lacs. Petit Lac is now Lac Ste. Ma-
rie, out of which Ruisseau des Frênes flows 
southwest. The concession extended from the 
west eastward almost to the Rivière Malbaie. 
The area was settled in the 1820s, so Abraham 
and Stasie were among its early settlers. 
   One week later, Abraham purchased an-
other parcel of land, this time from his sister 
Marie and her husband Ignace Couturier, a 
farmer in neighbouring Mount Murray Sei-
gniory. The land, also in the Ruisseau des 
Frênes concession, abutted the first purchase, 
and measured 7½ perches by 40 arpents.  The 
price was 33 piastres 1 shilling 8 pence.22  
   In March 1827, he sold one of his properties 
to a relative of his wife. In September  the fol-
lowing year, he sold two more properties in 
the concession.23  
    Daughter Séraphine was born in December 
1828 in St. Étienne parish, La Malbaie.  

Move to Kamouraska 

Abraham’s  land  sales were  the precursor to  
 

La Malbaie area showing approximate locations of Abraham Lapointe’s lands 
 



moving his family across the St. Lawrence 
River to the south shore to St. Louis, 
Kamouraska County, upriver from Rivière-
du-Loup. It is believed he left La Malbaie in 
1830. The reasons for relocating are unknown. 
But, several Lapointe families and other 
relatives had already made the move to 
Kamouraska, and that, and the well-
established economy located on the St. 
Lawrence, were likely factors in the decision 
to leave. An additional reason may have been 
that arable lands in La Malbaie were scarce 
due to the hilly terrain, leaving no future land 
available for family members.  
   Although we have not located documentary 
evidence of his land purchase, the 1831 Census 
for St. Louis de Kamouraska sheds light on 
Abraham’s location, his family, and 
particulars of his farming operation. There 
were 7 people in the household including 
Abraham and his wife, his two young 
children, plus 2 unmarried males aged 21-30 
and 1 unmarried female aged 14-45. He is 
listed as Abraham Lapointe, a blacksmith, and 
also a farmer, with 70 of 80 acres cultivated. 
His land tenure required annual payment of 
rent to the Seigneur of 1 shilling 8½ pence.  
   In 1830 his farm had produced 190 minots of 
wheat, 200 of oats and 40 of barley. His 
livestock included 9 horned cattle, 3 horses, 18 
sheep and 9 pigs and he received an annual 
price of 6 shillings for his wheat. In addition to 
providing food and board, he paid 1 shilling 8 
pence in daily wages to his labourers who 

probably farmed his land while he worked as 
a blacksmith.24  
   This was a sizeable operation, and one that 
had been in existence for some years before it 
was acquired by Abraham. It’s a good 
indication that Abraham had acquired some 
measure of wealth in La Malbaie, and, with 
two income streams, must have had 
managerial talent and an entrepreneurial flair.  
   As to personal characteristics and physical 
stature, we have no photographs, but he was 
likely a powerful man, able to operate a forge, 
and handle metals and the heavy tasks of a 
blacksmith. The forgeron at that time was 
important to the community. Not only did he 
make horse shoes and hand tools such as axes, 
adzes, saws and planes, but he would also 
have fashioned and repaired farm implements 
-– ploughs, harrows, etc.25  
    Son Élie-Joseph, born on the farm in May 
1832, was baptized in St. Louis de 
Kamouraska parish. The church record 
confirms Abraham as a blacksmith and their 
location in that parish. Abraham signed the 
record as Lapointe. 
   By 1832, Abraham was considering another 
move. Through a series of transactions 
commencing in 1832 or 1833 (there is some 
confusion in the documentation), Abraham 

acquired a property from Charlemagne 
Morin for a price of 225 livres. The land 
was Lot 28 in Range 1, Rivière-du-Loup 
Seigniory, about 25 km downriver from 
St. Louis. The property fronted the St. 
Lawrence River on the north and 
included part of what is now called 
L’Anse du Portage (or Portage Cove) at 
the north east end of what later became 
Notre Dame du Portage parish. The 
location was near Fraserville and the 
terminus of the Grande Portage 

Abraham Lapointe’s signature 1832	

 
   L’Anse du Portage - Abraham’s land is at the top of the cove 
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to the Madawaska area of New Brunswick, 
and from there to Saint John and Halifax.     
    The property was the same size as his farm 
in St. Louis at 2 by 40 arpents. The Chemin 
Royal coastal road, constructed commencing 
in 1746 by the French regime, and now known 
as Route du Fleuve, traversed the property near 
the River. The farm house was located road-
side. Their neighbours were Michel Morin on 
the north east and Jean Fournier on the south 
west.  Both were descendants of original set-
tlers in the area. See the 1855 map of Notre 
Dame du Portage on page 59 for the location 
of the land.26   
     The area was first settled about 1750.  Be-
fore the Portage name came to be used, the 
western part of the area was known as Rivière-
des-Caps and the eastern part was Les Trois 
Ruisseaux. Commencing in 1792, there was a 
succession of chapels serving the Catholic 
populace, attached to either St. André parish 
or St. Patrice in Rivière-du-Loup.      
     Abraham and his family became parishion-
ers of St. Patrice parish, although they likely 
attended services in the local chapel. In 1834, 
son Abraham was born and baptized in the 
parish, where the record states that Abraham 
Sr. was a blacksmith. He was absent for the 

baptism. At daughter Émilie’s baptism in 
1836, he was listed as a farmer.  
   There was an unusual covenant associated 
with Abraham’s land purchase. Modeste Ro-
bichaud, likely Charlemagne Morin’s mother, 
must have been living on the property at the 
time of purchase. It seems that she had the 
right to remain on the property. In 1834, her 
rights were formalized in an agreement with 
Abraham where under he was to provide 
lodging for her in the southwest room of the 
farm house. The garden was also reserved for 
her, and, among other things, Abraham had to 
provide her with firewood. Madame Ro-
bichaud lived until 1865, but it is not known 
how long she lived on the property. In July 
1834, Abraham paid off his debt of 225 livres 
for the purchase.27  
     Abraham became well known and an active 
member of the community. In 1835 he was an 
official surveyor of Roads and Bridges in Rivi-
ère-du-Loup Township along with others 
from the region. In February of that year they 
reported on repairs required to bridges on the 
Grande and Petite Rivière-du-Loup rivers in 
Range 1.28  
   As the 1842 census records for the Rivière-
du-Loup are missing, we are unable to chart 

Rivière-du-Loup area showing location of Abraham Lapointe’s land 
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Abraham’s progress. 
    In 1846, at the time of son Alexandre’s and 
daughter Séraphine’s marriages, Abraham 
and Anastasie were still living in St. Patrice 
parish. The location of their property was con-
firmed in Alexandre’s marriage contract as 
Lot 28 Range 1, Rivière-du-Loup.  
 
Return to La Malbaie 
 
     Sometime after 1846, Abraham and Anasta-
sie moved back to La Malbaie. The reason is 
unknown. In 1851, they were living there with 
their unmarried children Élie, Émilie and 
Abraham in a 1-storey house, constructed en 
bois pièce sur pièce, (squared or round timbers 
laid horizontally and notched together at the 
corners). This was the most common construc-
tion method then in Quebec.  
   We are not certain of the exact location of 
Abraham’s farm and blacksmith shop. From 
copies of land contracts, we know that Abra-
ham had acquired several properties over the 
years in Murray Bay Seigneury. By the early 
1860s, he owned at least three properties in the 
area. Abraham was obviously a shrewd busi-
nessman and had acquired substantial wealth 
through the years. 
   From the 1851 Census, we learn that Abra-
ham’s land was located in the Murray Bay Sei-
gniory on the south-west side of Rivière Mal-
baie. We have not found any record for this 
land purchase, but a detailed plan of the Sei-
gniory including maps published in 1895 
which located residents, shows the then home-
stead of Élie Lapointe at Nairne Village, about 
8 km upriver from La Malbaie. This land was 
among the properties that Abraham gave to 
Élie in 1862 and now known as Lots 622 and 
623 in Rang de la Chûte concession in Murray 
Bay.29 
   Based on the 1895 maps, Abraham’s land 
was located at the junction of Rues Saint Phil-
lippe and Lapointe in present day Clermont. 
This riverfront land was well located for Abra-
ham’s blacksmith business, at the crossroads 

for travel east, west, north and south. One of 
the roads led to the bridge over the river 
where the sawmill and grist and carding mills 
were located. The grist mill was, for a time, 
owned by Abraham’s grandson, Octave. 
   Near this property, the river fell 35 feet at 
Chûte Nairne, the power from which was har-
nessed with a dam and turbine facility in 1902. 
This led to the changeover from an agrarian 
society to a largely industrial area, including 
the Donohue pulp and paper complex. 30  In 
1935, the Nairne Village area became the Mu-
nicipality of Clermont. 
   In the 1851 census, the family is listed as Au-
det. Abraham was farming 90 arpents, half in 
crops and half in pasture. Élie was a journalier, 
probably helping Abraham. And Abraham 
most likely continued as a forgeron operating 
a blacksmith shop on the farm. His land under 

Excerpt from the Murray Bay Atlas 1895 showing 
residents of Nairne Village. Abraham’s son Élie, his 

sons and son-in-law, Charles Tremblay, lived at 
the corner of Rues St. Phillippe and Lapointe in 

present day Clermont	



Abraham most likely continued as a forgeron 
operating a blacksmith shop on the farm. His 
land under crops included 4 acres of wheat, 
1½ of barley, 3 of peas, 4 oats and ½ acre 
potatoes, and in 1850, he had produced 50, 12, 
15, 30 and 25 bushels of these commodities 
respectively, as well as one ton of hay, 5 lbs 
flax, 15 lbs wool, 12 yds fulled cloth, 6 yds 
linen and 10 yds flannel. His livestock 
included 2 beef cattle, 4 milk cows, 5 calves, 2 
horses, 22 sheep and 5 pigs. He also produced 
25 lbs. butter and 2 barrels each of beef and 
pork. With the extent of wool and cloth 
output, Anastasie and Émilie were important 
contributors to the family operation.31 
   In March 1853, Abraham assumed a debt of 
55 livres incurred by his brother Joseph three 
years earlier. The debt secured two properties 
in Ruisseau des Frênes concession: (i) 2¾ 
arpents frontage on the line of François 
Boudreault and to the rear to the house of 
Timothée Harvey with Joseph Gagnon to the 
southwest and Timothée Harvey to the 
northeast; and (ii) 1 X 40 arpents in Ste. Agnès 
parish bordering on the front by the 
Boudreault Line with Étienne Boivin on the 
southwest and Hubert Cimon on the 
northeast.32 These properties were given to 
Élie in 1862. 
   In April 1853, Abraham may have become 
seriously ill, as he gave powers of attorney for 
his affaires to Anastasie, his step father-in-law 
Alexandre Boivin, and to Héli Hudon, a local 
notary. No circumstances have been 
discovered.33 In October the same year, 
Abraham created a new will by which he 
bequeathed all his possessions to Anastasie. 
He asked that 10 requiem masses be said on 
his behalf in the year following his death.34 
   Whatever the situation Abraham faced in 
1853, he recovered. In November 1854, 
Abraham and Anastasie gifted their Notre 
Dame du Portage farm to son Alexandre (he 
had been living there for some years). There 
were conditions: Alexandre had to continue to 
provide accommodations to Modeste 

Robichaud, pay 50 livres to Abraham’s 
brother Flavien, and pay Abraham 37 livres 10 
shillings in 1860 without interest. 
  In the 1861 census, Abraham and Élie were 
both listed as farmers.35 The agricultural 
census for La Malbaie is missing, so we have 
no way of knowing for certain if Abraham’s 
farming operation continued as 10 years 
earlier. However, it is thought to have done so. 
   Two weeks before Élie’s marriage to 
Susanne Jesse Malvina Tremblay in April 
1862, Abraham and Anastasie gave him their 
four remaining properties and all their 
animals. Two of the properties were located in 
Ruisseau des Frênes concession and the other 
two at the “foot of the grand cote near the 
Queen’s Road”. The latter two are thought to 
be the Clermont lands.36 
   At the same time, his lands now gifted, 
Abraham made a new will. A copy is included 
in Appendix 2.37 

Final years 

By 1871, the family operation had changed 
considerably. Both Abraham and Élie were 
listed in the census as farmers. Élie and Jesse 
were living on the farm with their three 
children and her mother Geneviève and sister, 
also Geneviève. Living in the household as 
well were Zélia Gagné aged 23 years, probably 
a domestic, and a grandson, Israel Beaulieu  
aged 15.38  
   Élie was running the farm by this time and it 
had expanded to 170 arpents, 85 cultivated, 80 
in pasture and 5 in orchards and gardens. 
Farm infrastructure included two 
barns/stables, a blacksmith shop, two plows 
or cultivators, a threshing machine and a 
fanning mill. They had five vehicles, carriages 
and sleighs, two wagons and sleds and one 
boat. This was a substantial operation. They 
may have provided threshing and fanning 
services to neighbouring farmers. 



   In 1870, the farm had produced 128 minots 
spring wheat, 20 barley, 205 oats, 15 rye, 20 
peas and 150 potatoes, as well as apples, beets, 
 
hay, tobacco, flax and 20 cords of firewood. 
Livestock included 3 horses, 4 oxen, 6 dairy 
cows, 7 cattle, 29 sheep and 5 pigs, and beef, 
mouton, pork, butter, wool, flannel and linen 
were produced.  Abraham still operated his 
blacksmith shop on a part time basis, assisted 
by Beaulieu. He had $36 invested in the shop 
and in 1870 he had worked three months and 
earned $75 from blacksmithing.39 
   In the 1881 census, 82 year-old Abraham and 
75-year-old Anastasie were listed as rentiers, 
or persons of independent means. Élie was 
farming the land and he and Jesse now had six 
children.40 

18   I have relied on research of notarial  

   Anastasie died in 1886 in La Malbaie at age 
81. According to family history41, Abraham 
spent the winter of his 91st year living with his 
son Alexandre at Ste-Rose-du-Dégelé. He died 
on January 28, 1890 from a skull fracture 
suffered from a fall on the ice. He was buried 
two days later in St. Étienne cemetery. There 
is an imposing headstone in the cemetery 
commemorating Abraham and Anastasie and 
several descendants. 

Abraham’s Family 
 
Pierre Alexandre, our great-great grandfather, 
was the eldest child. A biographical sketch 
follows below. 
   Marie Séraphine married Philippe Beaulieu in 
1846 in Notre Dame du Portage. He was a 
farmer from St. Louis in Kamouraska. They 
lived their lives there, raising a family of 13 
children, 6 of whom died in infancy. Philippe 
died in 1869 and Séraphine in 1918. 
   Élie-Joseph and Jesse farmed in the Nairne 
Village area all their lives. They had 6 
children. She died in 1903 at age 67 and Élie 
died in 1915. 
   Abraham Flavien was a bachelor and a 
successful general merchant in La Malbaie. He 
was located on what is now Boulevard de 
Comporté, north of St. Étienne church. He 
died in 1904. 
   Émilie married Louis Boulianne in La 
Malbaie in 1862. They and their four children 
lived about 2 km downstream from Élie on the 
east side of Murray River. She died young in 
1874 at age 38. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                

Abraham and Anastasie Lapointe headstone  
St. Étienne Cemetery, La Malbaie	



                                                                         
        documents obtained from BAnQ to 

develop an understanding of the 
lives of Abraham Audet Lapointe,  

     our 3rd great grandfather, and his 
son Pierre Alexandre. The 
documents provide details of 
agreements, land purchases and 
sales, mortgages and other debts, 
and receipts of monies owing, as 
well as wills and  

     marriage contracts. They allow us to 
trace their places of residence and 
provide valuable insights not 
available in church and census 
information. They also give an 
indication of their wealth and status 
in their communities.  BAnQ was 
also able to provide some maps 
which show some of the locations of 
residences. 

19   ancestry.ca, Quebec, Canada, Notarial 
Records, 1626-1935, Marriage Con- 

     tract, 21 July 1823, Notary C.-H. 
Gauvreau, No. 69; see Appendix 2 

20   1825 census for Lower Canada, 
Northumberland District, La Malbaie 
sub-district, Page 1986 

21  BAnQ; purchase contract dated 
October 9, 1826; notary C-H 
Gauvreau, No. 148 

22  BAnQ; purchase contract dated 
October 16, 1826; notary C-H 
Gauvreau, No. 170;  

23 BAnQ; sale contracts of Abraham 
Lapointe, contracts No. 81, 100, and 
101 dated March 19, 1827, September 
2, 1828 and September 2, 1828; notary 
C-H Gauvreau;  

24 1831 census for Lower Canada, 
Kamouraska District, St. Louis sub-
district, Page 266, line 11 

25  For an excellent review of 
blacksmithing in New France and 
Quebec, see Encyclopedia of French 
Cultural Heritage in North America, 
Blacksmith’s Trade in the Province of 
Québec, at www.ameriquefrancaise.org  

26  BAnQ; 1855 map of Notre Dame du 
Portage, 5B04-1-3/1995-03-003/ J. 
Saint Pierre Evariste August 12, 1855 

27  BAnQ; agreement No. 162, dated 30 
October, 1834, A. Beaulieu, notary;  

28  BAnQ; Contract No. 25, dated 5 Feb- 
       ruary, 1835, A. Beaulieu, notary;  
29 BAnQ; Charlevoix, Carte du Comté de 

Charlevoix d’apres les plans du 
Cadastre,1926 

30  Coincidentally, in the 1970s, one of my 
corporate clients was British Columbia 
Forest Products Ltd. which owned 
Donohue Pulp & Paper; I arranged 
financing for them 

31   1851 Canada East census, Saguenay  
      County, Saint Étienne de La Malbaie, 

pages 105-106 and 121-123 
32   BAnQ, debt contract, March 2, 1853, notary 

Heli Hudon, No. 41 
33  BAnQ; contract re powers of attorney, 1 

April 1853, notary Heli Hudon, No. 99 
34   BAnQ; will, 20 October 1853, notary  
      Heli Hudon, No. 190;  
35 ancestry.ca, 1861 Canada East, Quebec, 

Charlevoix, St Étienne de La Malbaie, page 
241 

36  BAnQ; donation of four land parcels, 
contract No. 166 dated 15 April, 1862, H. 
Hudon, notary 

37   BAnQ; will dated 15 April 1862; notary 
Heli Hudon, No. 167; see Appendix 2 

38  1871 Canada census, Charlevoix district, 
Malbaie sub-district, division 1, Table No. 
1, page 1 

39  1871 Canada census, Charlevoix district, 



                                                                         
Malbaie sub-district, division 1, Tables 3, 4, 
5, 6, and 7, page 1 

40  1881 Canada census, Charlevoix district, 
Malbaie sub-district, page 4 

41   Excerpt from Album Historique et Paroissial 
de Notre-Dame du Portage, 1723 à 1940, 
Famille Audet dite Lapointe, de L’Anse, 
pp 363-365. See Appendix 2 
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Abraham Lapointe/ Anastasie Harvey Marriage Contract 1823 Page 1 
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               Abraham Lapointe/ Anastasie Harvey Marriage Contract 1823 Page 2 
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Abraham Lapointe/ Anastasie Harvey Marriage Contract 1823 Page 3 
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Abraham Lapointe/ Anastasie Harvey Marriage Contract 1823 Page 4 
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Selected Photos of La Malbaie 
 
 
 

 
                              La Malbaie c1871 
 

   
      La Malbaie c1900 
 

 
            Valley of St. Étienne c1845 

 
           Map of La Malbaie area c1845 
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Abraham Lapointe Will 1862 Page 1
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Abraham Lapointe Will 1862 Page 2
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Abraham Lapointe Will 1862 Page 3
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Abraham Lapointe Will 1862 Page 4

 
 


