The 1891 Rideau Canal Railway Accident as Reported in
Ottawa Citizen November 12, 1949

Appendix 4 | 201

The Rideau Canal Railway Accident as Reported in the Ottawa Citizen August 13, 1891
“A disastrous accident, which fortunately
did not result in loss of life, occurred early yesterday morning at the C.A.R. depot. An engine
and three cars was in readiness to shunt on to a
load of cars for the east and Fireman Page,
without waiting for the engineer, started the
engine and three cars for the swing bridge over
the canal to shunt back. At the same time, the
tug Minnie Bell whistled for the bridge to open
and Bridgemaster Wallace opened the bridge
and signalled the approaching train. Fireman
Page seems not to have heard either the tug's
whistle, the bridgemaster's shouts or to have
seen the semaphore on the bridge until, on the
verge of the opening, when he, too late, reversed his engine. The train, however, had no
chance to stop and the engine, tender and half
the first car disappeared into the canal. At once
a rush was made to the spot, and no one expected to see Fireman Page alive. He, however,

had a miraculous escape, as he was pitched
from the car and swam ashore suffering only
slight shock. The tug Minnie Bell was sufficiently far off to see the danger and slow up,
and thus escape running under the train. The
blame of the accident rests with the fireman,
who in the first place assumed the responsibility of starting the locomotive without the engineer, and secondly, had no occasion to run as
far as the bridge to shunt his cars. He has only
been in the employ of the company about two
years, and reported yesterday that he was suffering too much from chills and shock to attend
the investigation. The bridge was not damaged
and traffic was not impeded. The engine, no
33, was not damaged, but as it weighs 70 tons,
the work of raising it will be an arduous and
expensive one, and the loss to the company
will be in the neighbourhood of $1,000.”1

Getting ready to raise the locomotive

Raising the partially submerged locomotive

1

Colin Churcher’s Railway Pages website URL:

http://www.railways.incanada.net/circle/findings2.
htm

202 | A MELDING OF CULTURES

